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THE Jagan government might
abolish the Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Council if the oppo-
sition ‘Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) , which has an absolute
majority in the Upper House,
continues to block the AP De-
centralisation of Governance
and Inclusive Development of
All Regions Bill-2020 that facili-
tates the creation of three capi-
tals for the state. The crucial
bill, which provides for a Legis-
lative Capital in Amaravati, Kx-
ecutive Capital in Visakhapat-
nam and Judicial Capital in
Kurnool, was passed in the As-
sembly on Mehday night and
the same was sought to be in-
troduced in the Upper House on

Tuesday morning by finanes

minister Buggana Rajon-
dranath Reddy

. However, as the House as-
sembled, Chairman Md Sharift
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Bapatla MP Nanmgam Suresh tasas out a fally in support of the three-apital
nronosal in Amaravathi on Tuesday | PRASANT MADDGULA

allowed a notice served by the
TDP under Rule 71 {o move a
motion disapproving the gov-
ernment policy of having three
eapitals. Under Rule 71, the Op-

position has the vight Lo insist |

on a debate on a bill or a spe-
cific topic. With mmunbers on its
slde, the TDP served the notice

to prevent the government
from introdueing the bill, Lead-
er of Oppaosition in the couneil
and senior TDP leader Yana-
mala Ramakrishnudu sought
permission for discussion on
the motion moved which was
strongly objected to by
Buggana,

Jagan govt mulls abolition of Leglslatwe Council

The finance ninister, citing
rules, pointed out that otlicial
business - itroduction of’ bills
already passed by the Aszeni-
bly and sent to the Council -
must be taken up first. With
Yanarala adamant on @ debate
onthe TOP’s motion, the Chair-
man adjourned the House for
10 minutes. When the House ro-
assenmbled, the Chairman, ns-

-ing his diseretionary powers,

allowed discussion on the 'TDP
motion despite Buggana's pleas
to take up the bills first.

Municipal Administration
Minisrer Boteha Satyanarava-
na advired the Chabr not to use
his powers to serve political in-
terests prompting the lalter to-
warn kim not to impute
motives.

The strategy of the TP is to
clearly block the Decentiralisa-
tion Bill and the repeal of the
CRDA Bill. The Councii can
keep the biils pending for three
maonths.



