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Ending 18 days of political dra-
ma, Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Xamal Nath on Friday sub-
mitted his resignatic;n to
Governor Lalji Tandon, ahead of
the Supreme Court-mandated
floor test.

Mr. Nath said he would rather
stick to his political values and
principles of 40 years than com-
promise. “1 will continue to stick
o my values. This is mwv
strength,” he told reperters at his
official residence. “I will contj-
nue to struggle along with each
member of the Congress family
in people’s interest.”

Mr. Tandon accepted the te-
signation and asked Mr. Nath to
continue zas caretaker Chief Mi-
nister, Raj Bhavan sources said.

Earlier, on Thursday night,
M.P. Assembly Speaker N.P. Pra-
japati accepted the resignation of
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Kamal Nath remgns ahead of floor
test; BJP set to form government

With a strength of 104 MLAs in truncated House, saffron party has clear majority

Concenmg defeat: Kamal Nath addressing a press conference in
Bhapal bafore submitting his resignation. =am. Faruaur

16 rebe] Congress MLAs, who are
at a resert in Bengaluru since
March 9, sealing the fate of the
embattled government. The
Speaker had accepted resigna-
tion of six rebel MLAs on March
14. The strength of the Congress
in the 23l-member House was
dovwm to 92. On Friday morning,

BJP ML4A Sharad Kol, who in the
past had crosswvoted with the
Congress. also quit.

With the resignations, the
strength of the Assembly stands
at 205, with the simple majority
mark at 103. The BJP with 104
MLAs has a clear majority.
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Mr. Nath offered his best
wishes to the next Chief Mi-
nister and said Kis coopers
tion would be with 2im in
the develonmeit ct the
State at all times. *1 have
never falien for the polma
of auction and tr nshcaon\
1 have done clean po
the Congress teader

ment fell, BJP leader Arvind Bha-
doriya said independent MLAs as
well those from the BSP and the
SP had shifted their support to
the saffren party.

Speaking to reporters after Mr.
Nath's resignation, former Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
who is the front-runner for the
top post again, said the Con-
gress-led government had fallen
under its own weight.

“The BJP has never been in
the game of saving or toppling
governments. The situation
turned so explosive that Con-
gress’s own friends got upset see-
ing the State’s downfall under
Mr. Nath,” he added. Those
arcund Mr. Nath, including Con-
gress MP Digvijaya Singh, creat-
ed such a situation that the go-
vernment fell, Mr. Chouhan said,
adding: “They must introspect.”/
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