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THE Karnataka Municipali-
ties (Szcond Amendment) Bii
2021, and Karnataka &
palitiss And Certain Giher
Law {Amendment) Bill 2021,
were passed in the Council
amld opposition from Con-
gress on revising the proneriy
tax structure to improve reve-
¢ nues of municipalities. It also
| extends tire limit for payment
of property tax, and provides
rebate of 5 per cent to those
paying it within one month of
commencement of the Act.
While the government in-
sisted that the amendment be
brought in to offer rebate to
those who have paid property
tax, the Congress demandad
that the government offer 50
per cent rebate in property tax
as pecple are finding it Qiffi-
cult to pay taxes due to Covid.
The Bills were earlier passed
inthe Assembly
i The Cengress members said
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the government is allowing lo-
cal bodiss to revise property tax
GVETY vear as against once in
inree to five years. Congress
MLCs said local bodizs should
be allowed to decide on prop-
erty tax atter consuliing people,
and by taking such a decision
the government is curtailing
te powers of ocal bodies.
Munieipal Administiation
Minister MTB Nagzaraj end U
ban Development Minister
Byratl Basavaraj insisted that
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except the rebate there 1s noth-
ingnew in the remaining provi-
sions meniioned in the bills,
They dismissed Opposition
charge that anmuial revision of
texes will be aburdsnon people.
The State Government has to
ensure that municipalitieshave
funds for development works,
andalsoensure the government
is eligible for an additional bor-
rowing lmit of 0.23 per cent of
Gross State Domestic Product
for 2020-21, they said.
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Congress Council Chairman candidata Naseer Ahmed submits his nominzzion
rapers to the election officer at Vidhana Soudha on Monday




