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;&h WAKEs up (o new siatus,
officially ceases to be a State

LGs For Two
New UTs To Be
Sworn In Today
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¢ New Delhi: Ar'the 'sioke of
¢ midnight, Jammu & Kashmir
ceased to be a state of the
making way for two
! new Union territories of J&K
¢ andLadakh. Thismarksanim-
i portant milestone in the histo-
i ryof J&K and, especiaily Kash-
i mir Valley's tense ties with the
¢ rest of the country, and culmi-
: nates the process which start-
: ed on August 5 with the land-

: markannouncementforemas-

i culation of Article 370 as well
asend of statehood for J&K.

; This also put to an end te
¢ J&K’s flag and constitution,
: svmbols of the staie’s special

P status. With October 31 fixed
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f as the appointed day for reor-

! ganisation of J&K, the new
i lieutenant governors of the
! twe UTs — G C Murmu in
¢ J&K and R ¥ Mathur in La-
dakh -- will be sworn in at
. separate ceremoniesinSrina-
garand Leh, respectively

i The creation of the UTs of
! J&K and Ladakh coincides
i with the birth anniversary of
: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
credited with the merger of
over 360 states with the Indian
Union and who has been pro-
moted by the Medi govern-
ment as the embodiment of
pational unity and muscular
pationalism, The change in
ihestatoenf J&K comeseven
: as there is a fresh spate of
targoted attacks in the Val-
ey againsinen-Kashmiris.
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LONELY VIGIL: A parathary |awan stands guard on a deserted road
in Srinagar on Wednesday, a few hours befere J&K's bifurcation

Former SPOs behind
orchard killings?

T~ormer SPOs Syed Naveed

* aushtagand Rzahit Magray,
who had abruptiy quitJ&K
police in 2017 and joined Hizbul
Mujahideen, are suspectedin
the recentkiltings in Shopian
and Pulwama appie orchards
thatincluded a Punjab-based
appletrader, atruckdriver and
alabourer.P6
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Hizh fkely executed
& Bengallabourars

1 dizbul Mujahideenis likely to
:be behind Tuesday's kiliing

: of fivelabourers from Bengat in
: Kulgam. Theterrorist behind

¢ thekilling of a Katratruck

i driver on Monday, whowas

i himselfeliminated by J&K

: policethe same day, wasalso

. identified asa Hizb operative,

: AjjazAhmadMalik.P &

EU MPs blame Pakistan for terroz,
say Art 370 India’s internal matter

Saleem.Pandit @timesgroupg.com

Srinagar: The 23-member de-
legation of Furopsan Union
lawmalers blamned Pakistan
on Wednesday for tervorism in
india. Wrapping up their two-
day Kashmir visit, they said
the nuilification of Article 370
was India’s “internal matter™
and that they stcod by fndia in
itsfight against terrovism.
Predominantly from -
right p.u Lie‘a they said on tha
last day of Jammu & Kash-

mir's existence as a state that
terrorism was a “sevars pro-
blem” in Kashmir. Atthe stro-
ke of midnight on Wednesday,
the state of J&K will be bifur-
cated into the Union territori-
asof J&Kand of Ladakk.

The organisers of the
MEPs Kashunir visit had Invi-
ted g select group of joarna-
lists to a press briefing, inclu-
dingtheeditorsof threelesser-
knoan localnewspapers,
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Situation in J&K

not as bad as we

v ¢ antinued fromnace ]

Oy nly arew of thesejour-
. nalists were allowed
L. Jto put auestions to
four MEPs — Bill Newton
Dunn from the UX, Henri
Malosse from France, Rys-
zard Czarnecki from Po-
land, and Thierry Mariani
from France. ’

Only three of the 23
MEPsbelonged to Left or lib-
eral parties, “If we talk
ahout Article370.itisIndia’s
internal matter. What con-
cerns us is terrorism, which
is a global menace and we
should stand with India in
fighting it,” Malosse told the
journal.istsatSrinagar‘sOld
Airfield at Rangreth.

The BU lawmakers said
they interacted with the
youth, peliticians, women
and traders during their
two-day stay in Kashmir
adding that it was the “be-
ginning of their engage-
ment” with civil society
there. “We are here to get in-
formation. The situation is
not as bad as we thought.
People here want peace, a
better life and better voca-
tions, and they want jobs.
Terrorism has destroyed
such dreams,” they said,

The MEPs, while regret-
ting the killing of five labour-
ers from West Bengal by mili-
tants in Kulgam district on
Tuesday evening, said “ter-
rorism is a severe problem in

‘thought, say MEPs

1 The EV lawmakers

. said they interacted

4 witis tive youth,
politicians, women
and traders during

g their twe-day stay

 in Kashmir

Kashmir” and named Pakis-

tanasitssource.

Newton Dunn of the UK
said they belong to Burope
which is now peaceful aiter
years of fighting. "And we
want to see India becoming
the most peaceful country in
the world. And for that we
need to stand by India in its
fight against global terror-
ism, This visit has been an
eve-openerand wewould deil-
nitely advocate what we have
seen atground zero,” he said.

Referring to the details
provided tothem by the Indi-
an Army and police, Dunn
said, “Most terrorists killed
in J&K have come from
abroad. In fact, they came
from Pakistan. It isan inter-
national problem. Al pro-
tests should be directed
againstterrorism.”

Ryszard Czarnecki from
Poland said, “The interna-
tional media coverage (on
Kashmir) seems to be bi-
ased. Once we go back toour
countries we will inform
them of what we saw.” The
MEPs also criticised Pakis-
tan for violence against the

Christian community there.
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" politiclans in
J&K can now
only hope for

statehood

1o pptmaed o sagsl
T3i Byaslay
< sarliament's decision ol
i Augusid marked a dra-
! matic tn in the histe-
rv of the sensitive region. &
counter-punch to a deflant
claznourforenhanced auten-
omy and a brustal Pakistan-
backed terror campaign. It
came against the backdrop
nf apopular push in therest
of thecountry fora tough ve-
sponsé to terrorism and sen-
aratists. {talso representeda
powerful break from the way
the Centrehad dealt withthe
border state The old ap-
proach sought to blend
fouchness towards terror-
ists with promises to en-
hance autonomy and mlks
with Pakistan. which made
1o secret of is determina-
Hon to grab the Muslim-ma-
jority province.

The Modi government
changed the terms of en-
gagementwithboththesep-
aratists and Pakistan. The
conversionof thestate into
two U'Ts means that poliile-
ians in J&K can, at most,
hope for restoration of
statehood. The Augusideci- |
sion also means that Pakis-
tan will have to try hard to
re-establish its locus on
J&K as and when the two
sides decide to resume ne-

gotiations. ’1_
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