KARNATAKA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RESEARCH AND REFERENCE BRANCH

ToT ToroDRS
PAPER CLIPPINGS

QUL [ HTWO3: DEPARTMENT / SUBJECT: Q%CZ . ®TE Lﬁ’ c——
U
TIECD XL | NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER : lmcﬁﬂ‘aw fz{j;uegg Qmed 1 DATE: D8.([. &,

THEDFINAL DRAET

Extension of the
RTE Act way too

costly, proposal
set to be shredded

Tx. Muigﬁgﬁi.
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A crucial provision to extend the Right to Ed-
ucation Act, 2009 to provide free and compul-
sory education for all children and adoles-
cents between the ages 3-18 is set to be dropped
from the National Education Policy (NEP)
draft that is being finalised for the Union Cab-
inet’s approval. .

The Act at present covers children aged
6-14. The first draft of the new policy had a
downward and upward extension of the Act.
However, the Union Human Resources Minis-
try has decided to drop it from the NEP, claim-
ing it will have huge financial implications
for the government. -

Inits internal discussions, sources told this
newspaper, the HRD ministry calculated that
its budget on Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, un-
der which RTE is covered, will nearly triple
if the Act is extended. As of now, the govern-
ment spends nearly ¥35,000 crore every year
on the scheme. powde B o

“Our goal is to facilitate éducation to all
children in the country but making a provi-
sion (for the extension) in the Act itself will
bring a financial burden for which the gov-
ernment is not ready yet,” a senior official
said. A final decision on the NEP is ltkely on
Friday before itis sent to the Prime Minister's
Office. "' .

The original version of the draft policy had
called the RTE Act an “important milestone
in the history of Indian Education”, adding
the Act must be extended to include early
childhood education through secondary
school education. : :

A later version of the NEP said it would
consider RTE's extension. The proposal in
now set to be chucked.

Experts expressed disappointment. “If the
government cannot commit to long-term in-
vestment in education citing financial rea-
sons then nothing can be more disappointing
than that,” said educationist Neelam Sood
who has previously been with the National
Institute .of Educational Planning and
Administration,

'BIG DISAPPOINTMENT, SAYS
DUCATIONIST

“It's a well established fact through muitiple
researches that learning till age 6 sets the P
foundation for life. The government cannot ignore L
it” sald disappointed educationlst Neelam Scod /




