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Bombay
HCokays .«

Maratha ;"
jobsquota

Butsays 16%ismore, it
couldbe12-13%

Mrityunjay Bose

MUMBAL The Bombay High
Court on Thursday gaveits
stamp of approval tothe
Maharashtra government
for providing reservation to
the Maratha community for
jobs and education.

However, itsaid thatthe16%
reservation approved by the
state legislature was not just-
fiable and suggested that it be
reduced to 12% or 13%.

It may be recatled Mahar-
ashtra State Backward Classes
Commission hasrecommend-
ed a reservation to the Mara-
tha community.

Accordingly, the BJP-Shiv
Senaalliance government cre-
ated a special category of So-

| ciallyand Educationally Back- .

ward Class (SEBC) to provide
“regervation, e et
Adivisionbench of the Bom-
bay High Ceustzcomprising
Justices RanjitMore and Bhar-
ti Dongre, said that the state
government’s competence is
not affected in any way by the
102nd amendment of the Con-

stitution.

“The state possessthe legit
lative competenceteenactib
SEBC Act of 2018 and provid
reservation to the Maratha
community,”the judges said.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment and the legislatre wel
comed the judgement. g

“The court has upheld the
reservation to the Maratha
community that the legisla- |
ture has passed,” Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavistold the
Vidhan Sabha amid thumping
of desks by both the Treasury
and Oppositionbenches.

They judges made it clear
that they were aware that the
Supreme Courthad saidquota
should not exceed 50% and
that this, however, should be
based on quantifiable data.

Opposition parties Con-
gress and NCP welcomed the
development.

“It is a victory of Sakal Mar-
atha Samaj.:; wewant that res-
ervarion be granted to Dhang-
ars and Muslims,” said state

Congress president Ashok |
Chavan. C 4
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