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Mumbai: The Supreme ourt ver-
dict, which came on the heels of a
publicshowofistrength by the Sena-
NCP -Congresg alliance, drastically
natrowed Ajit Pawar’s options.
Amid claims that the rebe! lea-
der would splitNCP the Maha Vikas
Aghadi showcased its numbers on
Wednesday night with its top lea-
ders standing and addressing logis-
" lators. The event not onlyhad MLAs
of all three partids but also smaller
ones which backed the alliance.
Thesightof 162 MLAsunderone
roof, takinga pledgp tostay with the
alliance of ShlV Sena, NCP and
Congress, made a telling picture gi-

ven that the state assembly witha

majority marlk'of 145 hdd BJP's De-
vendra Fadnavis as chief minister.
The decisiontoallowthemedia

in was taken at the last minute but

it paid off. “It served todemoralise
the BJP-led front. It became clear
that cur parties are united and we
have the numbers,” said a senior
NCP leader. “The event also reas-
sured ourlegislators that they we-

‘reonthe winning side,” headded.

Indeed, NCP managed to show-
case 51 of its 54 legislators at the
event, sending a public signal that
therebellion had been crushed.

AjitPawar’s supporters had op-
ted to remaih with his uncle, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar, at least overt-
ly. The 8C’s verdict to eall a floor
test on Wednesday made things
even more difficult. The BJP-led
front would have had no time to
pull in more legislators. Also, the
cotrt’sdecision to notallow voting
by secret ballot and to televise pro-
ceedings would have exposed the

Cangress leader Mallikarjun Kharge, NCP chief Sharad Pawar and Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray along with their MLAs demonstrate their strength on Monday

tack of numbersto thepublic.
“The verdict was thelast straw.

After that, there was no choice,

They could either resign or be ro-

undly defeated on the floor of the

House which would have been hu-

miliating,” said a Shiv SenaMP.
Ajit Pawar had overplayed his

hand, banking on legislators close
tohimtostay with him, said politi-

- cal observers. "Finally, everyone

weighs their options, We do not
want to face another election. In

" the Vidhan Sabhapolls, Sharad Pa-

war’s aggressive campaign aga-
inst BJP ensured our victory Even
thoughlamcloseto Ajit Pawar, my
local opponent is BJP. How could [
bepartof aBJPalliance,” asked an
MLA from Western Maharashtra.
As the Monday evening event at
a Mumbai hotel produced a picture
favouring the Aghadi, itsviral disse-
mination across media created a
perception that possibly influenced
the cutcome of the court battle - and
resulted in 4 judicial pronounce
ment that triggered the prematire
resignations of Fadnavisand Pawar
aday before the scheduled floor test.
The ‘Amhi 162" was a coup of

Ajit Pawar’s chances

sorts in the war of wits which star-
ted with Fadnavis's swearing-in on
Saturday morning when it had ap-
peared imminent that the three-
way, anti-BJP combine was set to
stake claim. According to political
leaders, the event hurt BJP with the
evidence that it lacked numbers.
While it continued to claim that Pa-
warjunior had a bloc of NCP MLAs
backing him, their presence in the
Sharad Pawar camp suggested that
either BJP’s confidence was mispla-
ced or it was banking on cross-vo-
ting. Either way, it was bad optics.

. For the opposition, it was a well-
executed move that gelled with its
ad nauseum attacks on BJP for
“murder of Constitution” and “hor-
setrading”. That their ire wastarge-
ted at the top saffron duo of Narend-
ra Modi and Amit Shah would have
surely discomfited the ruling camp.
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