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Opp051t10n tobuildon *
“Janta Parliament’ 1deas

Parties propose commaon agenda w1th c1v11 society leaders

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI e, AP
¥ A

Opposition leaders from the
Congress, Left and other
non-BJP parties have asked
civil society leaders to work
together with them to deve-
jop 2 common minimum
agenda, based on resolu-
tions framed during a virtual
“Janta Parliament” held over
the last week.

Important demands
which could be included are
universalisation of the pu-
blic distribution system
(PDS), the right to health-
care, opposition to the go-
vernment’s agriculture mar-
keting ordinances and the
possibility of a universal bas-
ic income. Such an agenda
could provide input into Op-
position strategy in the up-
coming monsoon session of
Parliament.

“From the resolutions
you have made here, it
would be helpful to resolve a
common minirmum agenda
and identify the most impor-
tant priorities that can be
agreed on by most Opposi-
tion parties also,” said K. Ra-
ju, bureaucrat-turned-Con-
gress politician, who is a
close aide of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, speaking at

Sitaram Yechury

the closing session of the
event.

“With the economic slow-
down and COVID-19, the
worst sufferers are the poor-
est of the poor. From the be-
ginning, Congress has been
demanding that the govern-
ment put money into the
hands of the poor in the
form of a universal basic in-
come. That is the most ur-
gent collective demand,
said Mr. Raju, who was for-
merly the member secretary
of the National Advisory
Council in the United Pro-
gressive Alliance govern-
ment. He added universal
PDS, problems caused by
Aadhaar verification, right
to healthcare legislation, en-
vironment impact assess-
ment draft, and the agricul-
ture ordimances as other
major priorities.

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) leader Sitaram Ye-
chury initially proposed the
idea of working together

with civil society to develop

a common agenda. “We

need to have a joint action

plan to raise these issues
within Parliament and out-
side,” he said.

The Congress’ chief whip
in the Lok Sabha Kodikunnil

Suresh said the party would,
work to take up the major is-- |

sues mentioned in the up-
coming monsoon session of
Parliament. '

“We should strategise to-
gether so there is conver-
gence between Parliament
House in Delhi and this Janta
Parliament which has gath-
ered voices from the ground
across the country,” said
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader
and Rajya Sabha MP Manoj
Jha, promising that his party
would also take a cue from
the civil society demands
during upcoming Bihar
elections. ’

Aam Aadmi Party MP San-
jay Singh and CPI leader D.

Raja also spoke at the event,

slamming the ruling BJP go-
vernment for its handling of

the COVID-19 crists and fai- ,
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