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. Atter NPP's retusn, Manipur
'BIP under pressure again

Reglonal ally, BIP
MLAs and Cong.
defectors upset .

RAHUL KARMAKAR M\pp

IBOYAIMA LAITHANGBAM
GUWAHA’]‘I/IMPHAL

The return of four National
People’s Party (NPP} MLAs
to the coalition government
in Manipur was expected to
have §egtled the political cri-
sis for the BJP.

Instead, it appears to have
triggered the start of anoth-
er crisis for Chief Minister
Nongthombam Birent - re-
sentment of another region-
al ally, the defectors from
Congress and some of his
own party MLAs. The Chief
Minister, however, claimed
on Friday that the political
storm was over.

. Fresh trouble for Mr. Bi-
ren began after Assam Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma, al-
P's troubleshooter
n as convener of
East Democratic
EDA), promised

.‘

N. Biren

four ministerial b&s to the

NPP. They wou]gﬂ?)g be re-

quired to take oath of office
as their resignations from
the Council of Ministers had
not been approved.

The assurance was given
after former Deputy Chief
Minister Y. Jovkumar and
three other NPP legislators
submitted a letter to Gover-
nor Najma Heptulia on June

25, expressing their renewed-

support to the BjP-led coali-
tion.
The NEDA is a BJP-helmed

forum of smaller parties in

the Northeast that tradgn-
ally had the Congress

main political rival.

BJP lawmakers angry
The assurance to accommio-
date all the four NPP legisla-
tors as Ministers angered the
BJP lawmakers who had
been camping at a luxury
hotel in Imphal since the
political crisis began, as well
as those who had defected
from the Congress. se
MLAs were unhappy With
the “interference” of NEDA
and others in Manipur polit-
ics. The Naga People's Front
(NPF) too demanded one
more berth and threatened
to leave the alliance if ig-
nered. In a House of 60, Ma-
nipur ¢an have a maximum
of 12 Ministers, including the
Chief Minister.

“Our party MLAs, who
are feeling left out, are likely
to fly to Delhi and meet the
central leadership...” a BJP
leader said. Mr. Biren, too,
id he might leave for Delhi.
m yet to have a word




