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Express concern over
rising Covid-19 cases

=

BENGALURU, DHNS

section of Congressiegis-
lators, including Leader
fthe Opposition Siddar-
armnaiah, mounted pressure on
the government to impose an-
other lockdown to contain the
spread of Covid-19 with cases
rising each day.

“This is the time we need
lockdown. The previcus one
was ill-timed. Cases are in-
creasing now - June, July and
August. Experts say it'll goup
till September,” Siddaramaiah
told reporters here on Friday.
He added that the “ill-timed”
lockdown spoiled both health
and economy and the state
and the centre had failed in
handling the pandemic.

Some Congress MLAs
minced nowords aboutthisdur-
i geting ChiefMinister BS
appa held with Bengalu-

“All of us know that com-
munity spread has’ si#ted
already. Globally, locld
has been done p it. But
the govemmem said it
won't impose a lockdown. Se,
whowill be responsible for the
spread? They say there’ll be
an economic crisis, but when
there’'ll be no life, then what's
the point?” Shantinagar MLA
N A Haris said.

Hebbal MLA Byrati Suresh
said he favoured another lock-
down. “There’s a shortage of
cemeteries for those dying
from Covid-19. I've said there
must be a lockdown, but CM
and his Cabinet colleagues
didn'twantit.”

Calls for another lockdown
have grown louder with Cov-
id-19 cases rising, especially
in Bengaluru. On Friday, the
citysaw 144 fresh cases, taking
the tallyof active cases to1,327
with 81 deaths. In all, Karna-
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Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa takes part inameeting

and Secondary Education

on Covid-19 pandemic, in Bengaluru on Friday. Primary
Minister S Suresh Kumar, Chief

Secretary T MVijay Bhaskar, Deputy Chief Minister Ashwath
Narayan and Revenue Minister R Ashoka are seen. DHPHOTO

taka has seen 11,005 cases of
which 3,905 are still active.

While the nationwide lock-
down was imposed on March
24, Karnatakaorderedtheclo-
sure of malls, theatres, multi-
plexes, clubs, pubs and other
commercial establishments on
March 13. The state has been
crawling back towardsnormal-
cy since June 1, which marked
the start of Unlock1.0.

“If the government an-
nounces another lockdown af-
ter constjing experts, we will

cooperate;, Shivajinagar MLA

Rizwan Arshad said. “But the
government must financially
help the poot who will be af-
fected byit.”

Theruling BJP hasruled out
another lockdown, but one of
itsMLAs, Satish Reddy of Bom-
manahalli, expressed worry.
“I¢’s spreading in Bengaluru.
We need to ensure compli-
ance with safety measures,
especially among the unedu-
cated. We didn’t say we wanta
lockdown, butthe situationhas
to be brought under_contro&

hesaid. * s
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