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How
trained on us on tne siTeets
of Bengaluru? Some say the
number could run into thou-
sands, and these are iimited
to cameras installed by en-
forcement agencies alone,

The absence of a clear
answer and the lack of tran-
sparency on the part of agen-
cies have giver an impetus to
data activists who have start-
ed crowdsourcing informa-
tion on all cameras installed
in public spaces. The data
will be uploaded on Open
StreetMap, a collaborative
project to create 4 free and
editable map.

Thejesh G.N., chaiyman of
DataMeet Trust — the largest
community of open data en-
thusiasts in India, is spear-
heading the initiative in Ben-
galuru as part of a global
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He and a fow oder eniiil-
siasts have already mapred
340 CCTVs. These include
150+ traffic cameras and oth-
ers put up by various agen-
cies, including police and
civic bodies.

“We find them at every
corner. But we don’t know
how many of thern there are,
who own them and what the
data policy is. While some
are owned by government
agencies, others have been
installed by private piayers,”
he said adding they have
sought data under the Right
to Information Act (RTD), but
are yet to get a reply.

“The idea of the initiative
is not against surveiilance,
but seeking accountability of
surveillance,” Thejesh said
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pointing out that a disclo-
sure of a particular area be-
ing under camera surveil-
lance is now an accepted
protocol across the world,
put rarely followed in India.
Except for a few cameras put
up by traffic police, this dis-
closure is not done for any
area under surveillance in
Bengaluru.

The initiative argues for
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Privacy concerns
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ir! kissing on a metro 1
in Deihi capiured by CCTV
cameras was leaked, and the
clip ended up in porn web-
sites,” said Thejesh.

“In Bengaluru, as one
walks on M.G. Road, at least
15 pictures are captured by a
string of cameras. 1 have a
right to know how that data
is handled. We need to
evolve policy and processes
around data retention, shar-
ing, privacy and security of
cameras, data and metadata
captured,” he said.

DataMeet is planning to
organise map-athons by the
year end to bring in more en-
thusiasts to crowdsource da-
ta and map cameras watch-
ing the city streets.
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