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K’taka govt

says B'luru safe,

rules out lockdown for now

Containment
Zones To Have
Stricter Curbs

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.corn

Bengaluru: Ending all spe-
culation, the Karnataka go-
vernmenton Thursdayruled
out imposing a lockdown on
Bengaluru or any other part
of the state for now and said
thecity is “safe” compared to
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other metros and states.
After holding a series of
meetings,-chief minister BS
Yediyurappasaid the govern-
mentalsodecided againstim-
posing many stringent curbs
except in containment zones
and lobbed the ball into peo-
ple’s court, saying, “It all de-
pends on how citizens beha-
ve. If they don't cooperate
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'f “ -..It all depends on haw people
! behave. If people don't want
sealing of a city like Bengaluru, they

should cooperate with the govt in
curbing the infection by adhering to
distancing norms —BS Yediyurappa

Way Ahead
The idea is to minimise the
delay between diagnosis and
hospitalisation. There are some gaps
in managing bed position across
hospitals... A digitat platform is being
envisaged for this —R Ashoka

Vendors leave during
asealing operation in
Bengaluri: on Thursday

{and follow safety measures),
then we have no choice.”
Revenue minister R Asho-
ka, who took charge of Covid
mattersfrom colleague K Sud-
hakar, said Bengaluru will ha-
ve only containment zones
andareaswithalargenumber
of cases will be sealed.
Sources said the govern-
ment's nolockdown-for-now
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tives of Bengaluru on Friday-
to seek their opinion on steps

tocheck spread of the virus,

) During the cabinet meet-

g, the ministers were re-

portedly told to wait till the

SSLC exams end on July 4 be-

fore the government takes a

decisioy
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has con-
vened a meating of the
elected representa-

n on lockdown. The
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decision is guided by two rea-
sons: Ongoing SSLCexamina-
tions and the Centre’s guideli-
nes for Unlock 2.0 expected
early next week. “As tha SSLC
exams have started, the ques-
tion of a loclidown does not
arise,” said deputy chief mi-
nister CN Ashwath Narayar.
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tatements on
lockdown, CM tells mins
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“A total lockdown is not a
remedy in the circumstances,
Fnsuring a balance between
perpetual growth of the econ-
omy and controlling the virus
is needed,” said Dr MK Sudar-
shan, chairman of Karnataka
State Covid-19Technical Advi-
sory Committee. The meeting
decided to exempt travellers
from Tamil Nadu and Delhi ,
from three-day institutional -
quarantine. However, travell.

ers from Maharashtra will
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