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" Nolockdown in

B’luru, but follow
rules: Govt

Authorities will
only delineate
containmentzones
to containvirus

a6|612®
BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government
I on Thursday decided
against locking down
Bengaluru to counter the
surge in Covid-19 cases, but
warnedcitizensto cooperate if
they didn’t want the return of
restricions.

“Letme makeitclear: There
isno lockdown in Bengaluru,”
Revenue Minister R Ashoka
said after an emergency meet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappato review the
Covid-19 situation in the state
capital.

Authorities will only delin-
eate containment zones ~ in
localities with a high case-

-3 Joad —in Benr

galiitii to.curb
the spread
of the virus.
Measures are

Severe alsobeing tak-
shortage | €n to ensure
ofcovid | that such lo-

[CUbeds | calites return
inBiury | to normalcy
hospitals | soon, hesaid.

Ashoka said
there were varied opinions,
but most of the daily wage la-
bourers did not want another
lockdown as it wosld hit their
livelihoods again.

Earlier in the day, Yedi-
yurappasaidstrictregulations
will be enforced in Bengaluru,
while seeking public cooper-
ation.

CM Yediyural

ppa holds a review meeting on the Covid-19

situation in Bengaluru on Thursday.
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Wednesday's cases: 16,922
Deaths: 418
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Wednesday's cases: 322

Deaths:8
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“You have been allowed
to move about freely, but be-
cause social distancing is not
being maintained, especially
in shums, this problem arose. If
youdon't wantBengalurutobe
sealed down again, you must
cooperate,” the CM said.

In response to complaints
that patients are made to wait
after testing positive, the gov-
ernnent has decidedtodeploy
100 additional ambulances.

“This works out to one am-
bulance for every two wards,”
Ashoka said.

“The government has also
taken steps to ensure that

5,000 of the 10,000 beds in
medical colleges and hospi-
tals in Bengaluru are set aside
for Covid-19. Instructions have
been sentto suchhospitalsand
collegesin the city.”

In order to address com-
plaints over the availability
of beds, the government has
appointed IAS officer Tushar
Girinath to monitor this, A re-
al-time bed availability dash-
board will come up to assist
patients, Ashoka said.

OnFriday, Yediyurappa has
convenedameeting of alt Ben-
galuruMLAsand ministersto
discuss the Covid-19situation,




