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: New Delhi: The Supreme :
i Courton Thursday refusedto :
i oblige the Rajasthan Speaker :
¢ who had rushed with a pet- :
i itontopreventthehighoourt !
* from deciding the ‘validity of

1 his notice to mbel Congress

- will put i Cligres fovern-
: mentheadedbyAshokGe}ﬂot
* in a tight spot and intensify

political activity in the state.
The court has scheduled
further hearing in the matter
on Monday which means the
19 rebel Congress MLAs led!
by Pilot could breathe easy
tiltthen even if theHC'sorder
on Friday upholds the Speak-
er's notices on party chief
whip Mahesh Joshi's petiticn
seeking their disqualifica-
tion. The Speaker promised
not to go ahead with disguali-
fication proceedings.
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' ppearing for the S'peak-
er, senior advocate Ka-

pil -Sibal repeatedly - . !

pleaded that the SC, in its

1992 ‘Kihoto ‘Hollohan judg: .
had . categorically
" barred judicial interferencs

ment,

in proceedings pending be-
fore the Speaker However,

Harish Salve, counselfor the - . |
rebel MLAs, said the Speak- ~ | _
er had participated in pro- o e
“The rebel MEAS are likely t

ceedmgs before the HC for
five days without. demur-
ring. ¥It-is not open‘for the
Spealker to take a chance be-
fore the HC, agree to defer
proceedmgs, and ther re-
member .the Hollohan judg-
menttorequestthe$Ctostop

the HC from giving its. ver- .

dict,” Salvesaid. = .-

bench of Justices Arun Mis-
hra, BR Gavai and Krishna
Murari sdid the HC would
not be barred from pro-
nouncingitsorderon Friday,

but the HC order would not’

be implemented till further
directions from the SC. How-
. ever, it expressed concern

.The 8C. said the legal

'~quest10ns pnsed by the
. 'Speaker on Jumschctlon of .
Taking a middle path a -

courts as well ag issues aris-

ing from the controvergy —.
msqualiﬂcatmn' ]

whether
could be used as a wWedponto
silence dissent in a democra-
¢y —.would require a de-
tailed hearing. “Eveninsuch

-circimstances, are  courts-
permitted to exercise their
; Junsdlctiun'? ‘What will hap-

itevisiy thelr efforts, b thin the
party and outside, to try a H:ract more MLAs to theit fold -
over the danger posedbythe pento whom {rebel’ MLAs) is
contidversy as it had raised net the question. Question is
- “guestions abont ;Iefnocracy . what happens to democra-
and its sutviv.” cy" itsaid,

- Ini its ‘ordex th‘e bench

said, “The caserequires pro-

longed hearing so as to de-
¢ide the gitestion of jurisdic-’ :

tion, However, prayer 'is
made that the high court

shouldhot passan order.. .As
the high court has a]ready

heard the matter after pro-
Ionged arguments -and re-

served the arder; we are ndt:

-staymgpasmngof the order,
-however, whatever order is

passed sha]l be ultlmately

-subject to- the outcome of

thispetition.” i
The order ‘means .a :
breather for Pilot and his fel-

¥| . low Congress rebels and not

}just'because the Speaker, as
promised, will not go-ahead :
with the proceedings, If the :
HC order guashes the Speak-

" er'snotices tothem, the Pilot

camp will brandish it as'a

1. moral victoryeven though it
: 'will not give them any relief

from the proceedings before

. theSpeakertilltheSCtakesa - :

finaldecision.

Asaresultof. theﬂuxans—
ingafterthehearingin8C, the
Tebel MLAs in the next three

" days are likely to intensify :

‘their efforts, both within the .:
party and outside; to try and
attract more MEAS fo their
fold torock the CM’sboat.
Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for some
rebel MLAs, said, “TheSpeak-
er is-arguing as if ke is the
Congress party He is consti- @

" tutionally. mandated to- be

neutral, But here he is ex- !
pressing his political con- !
cerns. Sor ‘heisnctimpartial.”




