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UN General
Assembly to
go virtual

Covid-19 forces world body to
drop traditional meeting
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UNITED NATIONS, PT!

orld leaders will sub-

mitpre-recordedvid-

eo statements forthe
UN General Assembly session
in September, the 193-mem-
ber organisation has decided,
as heads of state and govern-
ment will not be physically at-
tending the annual gathering
due to the Covid-19 pandemic
and the high-level session goes
virtual for the first time in the
UN’s 75-year history,

The landmark 75th session
of the UN General Assembly
will begin on September 15.

The General Debate is held
at the beginning of each ses-
sion of the assembly and usu-
ally runs for over a week when
leaders and ministers fromthe
193 UN member statesaddress
the world from the jconic lec-
tern in the General Assemnbly

hall. The General Assembly
adopted the decision to go
virtual on Wednesday. Itnoted
“withconcern"thesituationre-
garding the Covid-19 pandemic
and the “limitations recom-
mendedonmeetingswithin the
UN premises as precautionary
measures aimed at containing
the spread of Covid-19”,

The statements of world
leaders will be pre-recorded
and they will be played in the
Assemnbly Hall, the UN added
inastatement.

The new format will mean
that it will be for the first time
inthe world organisation’s 75-
year history that global lead-
ers will not gather here for the
high-level week that annally
brings thousands of diplormats,
government officials, civil so-
cietymembers and media per-
sons from around the world to
New York City.
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,‘.j_anuth Africa . 394948 159833 5,940
Peru 366,550 96,849 13767
JMexleo . 362274 - 89,681, 41,190
Chile- 334683 18439 8677
UnitedKingdom 297,952 250468 45586
Iran 284034 21,730 15074

“Top 10 countries ranked interms of infections

Active cases 54,1 1178 (35%)
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Deaths: 6,31,648 (4%)
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TOTAL CASES: 1,54,50,685

Recovered: 94,07.85 (61%)
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