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New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt on Tiesday granted bailto
P Chidmabaram in the INX
media cage, turning down ihe
CBYT's argumnent that the for-
mer finance minister, if relea-
sed, could flec the country and
tamper with evidence and in-
fiuencethe wiinesses.
However, Chidambaram,
who has been behind bais for
+wo months, will notbe a free
man ever after getting relief
asthe Enforeement Directora-
te has taken him into custody
foralleged involverment inmo-
ney laundering arising out of
financial transactions in the
same case Now he willhaveto
fight anofher round of legal
battletogetbailinthe EDcase.
A bench of Justices R Ba-
numathi, A 8 Bopanna and

Hrishikesh Roy gaid there

by |

D custody

~ Till date, there has
¥ peen no allegation
regarding influencing ofany
witness by him or his men
. there is no whisper that
any material witness has
been approached ‘
We are unable to accept thé”
contention that flight risk of
economic offenders should
pe looked at as a national
phenomenon because
certain other offenders have
\ flown out of the country —SC

et

wasnomerii inthe CRI'ssub-
mission that Chidambaram
was a flight risk and there
was a possibility of him ab-
sconding as he had already
gurrendered his passport
and there wasa lonkout noti-
ce igsued against him.

p Continuedon P9

P st

W Ty

PO vant trave:
abroad without
irial court’s nod
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‘he SCalso noted that Cori-

gressleaderPChidambaA

ram had neither sought

permission to travel abroad

during 18 months when hewas

granted interim protection by
the HC nor did he make any at-
terpt to flee outside after the
regisirationof the FIR against
him. However, the bench re-
strained the former FM from

| travelling abroad withotd the

trial court’s permission. The
hench aso directed him to
make himsell available for in-
terrogatien as and when re-
quired by the CBL

The apex court, however. re-

fused to give credence to the

CRI's allegations. Agreeing
with the contention of Chidam-
baram’s lawyers, senior advo-
cates Kapil Sibal and Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, the bench said,
“CBL has no direct evidence
against the appellant (Chidam-
param) regarding the allega-
tion of directly or indirectly ir-
fluencing the witnesses.” lialso
asked why agency raised this
ground cnly when bail pleawas
filed inthe HC and did not men-
tion it beforethe trialcourt.
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