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STRONGLY suggesting the
creation of an independent
and permanent body to decide
on disqualification petitions
| against lawmakers since
i Speakers could act in a
| partisan manner, the
Supreme Court on
Tuesday urged Parlia-
mernt to look into its
| recommendations.
i A thres-judge bench
soughttoprod Parliament o re-
visit the rationale behind giv-
ing exclusive powers to the
Speaker for deciding disqualifi-
cation petitions, since his views
may be coloured as he is still a
member of a political party:
Stressing the need for either
a permanent body or some
other independent mecha-
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nism, the court took note of a
clutch of recent cases that
sought to question the inde-
pendence of the Speaker.
“Parliament may seriously
consider amending the Consti-
tution to substitute the Speak-
er of the Lok Sabha and
Legisiative Assen-
blies as arbiter of dis-
butes concerning
disqualification,
which arise under
the Tenth Schedule,
with a permanent iribu-
nal headed by a retired Su-
preme Court judge or a retired
Chief Justice of a High Court,
or some other outside inde-
pendent mechanism to ensure
that such disputes are decided
both swiftly and impartially,”
the bench said.
It added that the Speaker
cannot sit on a disqualifica-
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tien petition indefinitely. The
court was hearing a case re-
lated fo the disqualification of
Forest and Environiment Min-
ister Thounacjam Shyamlku-
mar in Manipur who wonona
Congress ticket but later
joined the BJP-led govern-
ment in the stare,

Two Congress MLAs peati-
tioned the Speaker for Shyam-
kumar’s disqualification, but
the Speaker sat on it. When the
MLAs moved the High Court,
it passed adverse commanison
the Speaker’s lack of action
butrefrained from deeidingon
the disqualification.

The SC bench on Tuesday
directed the Speaker to decide
on the disqualification peti-
tion within four weeks, adding
that the petitioners could
come back to the court if a de-
cision isn’t taken by themn.

'SC suggests separate body for defection cases
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The Speaker, inacting o5 a Trbunal
under the Tenth Schadule of the
{onstitution, |s baund to decide
disgualification patitions within g
reasonable pesiod, the judgment read

3 months outside imit
What is reasonable will depend on the
case. Normally, thres manths is the

outer limit within which disqualification
petitions myst be decided upon
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