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LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A fivedjudge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme
Court on Tuesday said the
possibility of enforceability
ought to be explored if a
new code of conduct is
framed for Ministers at the
Centre and in the States.

The Bench, led by Jus-
tice Arun Mishra, is exa-
mining whether “greater
restrictions” should be im-
posed on Ministers’ right to
free speach. “If we ask the
government to frame a
code of conduct, it is ne-
cessary and desirable to
make it enforceable,” Jus-
tice Mishra told senior Ja-
wyer Kaleeswaram Raj, ap-
pearing for Joseph Shine,
one of the petiioners.

The issue, which was re-
ferred to a Constitution
Bench in April 2017, was
based on a petition filed by
the family members of the
Bulandshahr rape case vic-
tim, who were enraged by
then Uttar Pradesh Minis-
ter Azam Khan’s statement
that the case was part of
conspiracy against the Ak-
hilesh Yadav government,

Mr. Raj said the govern-
ment and the legislature
should be asked by the
court to formulate a “vo-
luntary code of conduct
with respect to the perso-
nal and pubiic lives o1 hii-
nisters and to publish it af-
ter finalising the same
based on due delibera-
tions™, &
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