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he Sup eme Court n
I Tuesday asked Parlia-
ment to reconsider the
powerofthe Speakertodecide
a disqualification petition,
replacing him with an inde-
pendent body like a tribunal
headed by a retired judge, as
the presiding officer continued
to belong to a political party.
“Parliament may seriously
consideramending the Consti-
tutiontosubstitute the Speal-
erofthelLok Sabha and Legis-
lative Assemblies as arbiter of
disputes concerning disquali-
fication which arise under the
Tenth Schedule (anti-defec-
tionlaw)witha permanent Tri-
bunal headed by a retired SC
judgeoraretired Chief Justice
. ofaHigh Court, orsome other
outside independent mecha-

nism,” a bench of JusticesRF
Nariman, AniruddhaBoseand
V Ramasubramanian said.
Thiswould ensure that such
disputes are decided both
swiftly and impartially, thus
giving real teeth to the provi-
sions contained in the Tenth
Schedule, “whicharesovitalin
the proper functioning of our
democracy”, thebenchadded.
The role of Speaker in a
House becomes crucial in
case of hung verdict. It has
beenseenin severalrecent in-

" Rethink Speaker power to
dlsquahfy lawmakers' SC

stances, including in Karnata-
ka, where the disqualification
petitions were not decided
promptly by the Spealer.

Three monthswas the outer
limitwithin which disgoalifica-
tion petitions filed before the
Speaker must be decided, the
courtsaid.

The court passed its judge-
ment on a batch of petitions
filed by Congress MLA Keish-
amMeghachandra Singh from
Manipur Assembly, related to
formation of the BJP govern-
ment, despite the party hav-
ing won 21 seats, in contrast
to Congress which secured 31
seats, in March, 2017.

The bench said MPs and
MLAs should not be allowed
continueevenforaday,if they
haveincurred disqualification
under the Tenth Schedule for

anti-party activities./_ -
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