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he Supreme Court on
TWednesday asked the

Kerzla government to
come out with a fresh Iaw for
the administration of Saba-
rimala temple, while itsteerad
clear of theissuessurrounding
entry of women to the temple.

Abench of Justices N 'V Ra-
mana, R Subhash Reddyand B
R Gavaiasked thestateto place
before it by the third week of
January next year the legisla-
tion, also covering the aspects
of the welfare of pilgrims visit-
ing there.

i The state’s counsel said the
government has formulated
amendments to the law that
would deal with the tetnples
and their administrations
which are presently being
governed by the Travancore
Devaswom Board. The draft
law also proposes one-third
representation towomen in the
temple advisory committee, he
added.

The submission triggered a
debate in the courtreom with
regard to the 2018 5C judge-
ment allowing entry of girls

and womnen of all ages into the
Sabarimala temple

The state government said
that for the time being, it pro-
posed to giverepresentation in
the temple advisory committee
to only those women who are
above 50 years of age. On this,
Justice Gavai referred to the

‘September 28, 2018 verdict,

and observed that thedirection
allowing girls and women of all
agesholdsthe field.

The courtwas hearinga plea
filed in 2011 by Revathi Nal P
Ramavarama Raja, raising the
issue of administration of Saba-
rimala temple. In Augost this
year, thestate government had
told the court thatitwas consid-
ering a “separate legislation”
with regard to the administra-
tion of the temple.

A five-judge Constitution
bench by a 3:2 majority ver-
dict, had referred to a larger
seven-judge bench the pleas
seeking review of its historic
2018 judgement allowingwom-
enand girls of all ages to enter
Kerala's Sabarimala temple,
along with other contentious
issues ofalleged discrimination
against Muslim and Parsiwom-
en’ The bench had not stayed
the 2018 verdict.
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