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Birla orders review of House panels’ work

Opposition parties have been pressing for online meetings of the committees
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NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
has initiated an exercise to
assess the effectiveness of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committees, from taking
stock of the rate of atten-
dance at their meetings to
the list of recommendations
that have not been accepted
by the government.

This comes in the back-
drop of efforts by hoth the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
secretariats to hold online
meetings of the committees,
after pressure from the Op-
position pardes. The Parlia-
ment session ahruptly ended
on March 23. None of the de-
partment-related standing
commiti2es (DRSCs) have
met since then.

The Rajya Sabha secreta-
riat had done a similar analy:
sis. Briefing the House,
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Chairman M. Venkaiah Nai-
du, on March 1, pointed out
that a total of 95 MPs did not
attend a single meedng of
the eight DRSCs that re-
viewed allocations for 18 Mi-
nistries after the presenra-
tien of the 2020-Z1 Unicn
Budget on Februar, &

As per tourcss, AMr Bina
hiad given over o dosen dihed
tives afisr a conclave held on

May 1L He asked the See

cretariat to “follow up inten-
sely” with the members to
ensure that they attended
meetings of the panels, the
sources said.

The Speaker also asked all
the committees to give sug-
gestions to improve the rat-
ing/ranking of India in global
indices.

Govt. orders

In similar orders in March,
the government gave blanket
instructions to all Ministries
te improve Indian’s position
on various global markers,
including the World Press
Freedom Index.

The Lok Sabha secreta-
riat; according to the sourc-
es, had been asked 10 pre-
pare a list of cases where a
¢comunitiee’s  recormnmenda-
tions have not been accepred
by the governmenr or where

required action s pending

for more than three months.
Mr. Birla also sought a com-
pilation of major recommen-
dations of all the committees
that have had a significant
impact on common citizens.

Mr. Birla and Mr. Naidu
have met twice on the issue
of resuming the meetings of
the committees. So far, at
least three panel chairper-
sons - Shashi Tharoor,
Anand Sharma and B. Mah-
tab — have written to the res-
pective presiding officers to
hold meetings online. The
sacretariats had stalled the
suggestion, claiming that the
confidentiziity clavses wil] be
violated if a meeting is held
via videcconference. Howev-
er, now both Mr, Birla and
S Maidu Lave acceded 1o
the demand and the Nation-
al Informatics Centre will
provide a safe platform fur

holding meeting,




