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'- Delhi fumes as Nepal's new
map claims India’s territory

Oli also blames India for
" Covid-19 spread in his country
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ANIRBAN BHAUMIK
NEW DELHI, DHNS

Nepal on'Wednesday pub-
lished a new map of its
territory including areas
claimed by India, triggering a
strongp::otestfromNewDelhi,
whichcalledita“unilateralact”
bythegovernment oftheneigh-
bouring country.

Nepal's Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli too took the rhet-
oric against India to 2 new
level, stating that the Covid-19
virus spread by the Indians in
his country were mnore lethal
than the ones that came from
China or Italy. The new map of

Nepalese Government includ-
edLipulekh Pass, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura-theareas New
Delhiclaimstobepartoftheter-
ritoryofindia. Oli'scabinet had
on Tuesday decided to publish

Nepal published by the Minis-.
.| tryofLandManagement ofthe

the new politi-
cal and admin-
istrative map of
Nepal, in order

1o re-assert its ’, iy
claim on the :
disputed areas. KPSharma
The move was oli

in response {0
constmcﬁonofastrategicmad
by India from Dharchula in its
Uttarakhand Stateto Lipulekh
Passnear'rtsdisputedbomdary
with China.

New Delhi strongly reacted
to the move by Kathmandu,
stating that such “artificial en-
largement ofterritorialclaims”
byNepalwas“notbased onhis-
torical facts and evidence” and
wouldnotbeaccepted by India.
“Jt is contrary to the bilateral
understanding to resolve the
outstanding boundary issues
through dipiomatic dialogue,”
Anurag Srivastava, spokesper-
son of the Ministry of Ext
Affairs (MEA), said in New

Delhi, “Nepaliswellaware ofln-
dia’s consistent position on this
matterandweurgethe Govern-
ment of Nepal to refrain from
such unjustified cartographic
assertion and respect sover-
cignty and territorial integrity
of India.”

India also urged the lead-
ership of Nepal to “create a
positive atmosphere for dip-
lomatic dialogue to resolve
the outstanding boundary is-
sues”.

“Thosewhoarecomingfrom
Tndia through illegal channels
are spreading the virus in the
country and some local repre-
seritatives and party leaders
are responsible for bringing
in people from India without
proper testing,” said Nepalese
Prime Minister, adding; “Ithas
becomeverydifficultto contain
the Covid-19 due to the flow of
people from outside. Indian
virus looks more lethal than
Chinese and Ttalian now. More
are getting infected.” Oli's state-
ment raised eyebrows in New
Delhi as the first person to be
foundCovid-19 positivein Nepal
wasayouth,whowasa
scholar ataninstituteinWuhan
it central China ~ the “ground
zero” of what now turned into
a pandemic.



