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- Justice Gogoi
 takes oath amid

slogans, walkout

SHEMIN JOY -
MEW DELHI, DHNS

ormer chiefjustice ofIndiaRanjan
Gogoi took oath as Rajya Sabha

MP on Thursday amid unprece-
dented sloganeering and watkout by
Opposition MPs who were objecting to
his appointment.

This is the first time in the Par-
liament’s 69-year-old history that
oath-taking was marred by protests and
walkouts. After the oath-taking, Gogoi
told reporters, “they will welcome me
very soon, there are no critics.”

As soon as Gogoi's name was called,
Congress MP and CPM MPs were on
their feetraising slogans against the for-
mer chief justice who was appointed a
nominated MP by President Ram Nath
Kovind on Monday night.
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Muslim League and MDMK among
others while Samajwadi Party MPs
remained seated, Trinamool Congress
MPs were not present in the House.

Rajya Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu said it was “very unfair” and it
was not the way to behave. Gogoi then
tookoathinEnglish, inthename of God,
amid slogans and walkouts.

Afrer this Naidu said, “You know the
Constitutional provision, youknowthe
precedent, you know the power of the
President{tonominateamembertoRa-
jva Sabha). We should not do anything
inthe House. Whateverviewsyou have,
youcan sayitoutside”

Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
described the protests as “grossly ui-
fair™ arid said, “This House has a great
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leaves after
taking oath as Rajya Sabhamember,
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tradition of having many eminent per-
sons from diverse fields, inctuding for-
mer chief justices nominated by those
who have shouted today.”
“Hon’ble member-Gogoi, who has
taken the oath today, will surely con-
tribute hisbest asa nominated member.
Anditwasgrossly unfairto dolike this,”
headded. Qutside the House, Congress
Deputy Leader Anand Sharma told
reporters that the appointment and
Gogoi’s acceptance have raised “bon-
afide questionsabout quid pro quo”and
thathe had “nohesiration” insaying he
was a “controversial chief justice of In-
dia”who has“severelyundermined the
independence of the judiciary.”
Sharma added that Gogoi's noni-
nation and that of some of his prede-
cessors’entryinto the Rajya Sabha “six
to seven years” after their retirement
should not be compared as the former
has taken the new position within four
months of his retirement.




