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New Dethi: The Cabinet on
Wednesday cleared the Assi-
sted Reprodu:ctive Technolo-
gy (ART) Regulation Bill,
2020 proposing a legal fram-
ework and code of conductto
keepacheckon in vitroferti-
lisation, embryo transfers
and sperm banks — a set of
infertility related services
and industry that is mushro-
omingrapidlyinthecountry.
The bill proposes afineof

up foRs 101akh for anyone in-
dulging in sale of embryo or
trafficking at the first instan-
ce, and jail termof uptol2ye-
arsafterthat. It seekstoestab-
lish a naticnal registry and
registration authority which
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= Fine of up to Rs 10 fakh for
anyone indulging in sale of
embryo or trafficking at first
instance, and jail of up to 12
years after that

» A national registry and
registration authority covering
all medical professianals and
clinics providing ART services

» Anational board and a state
board to help implement the
fegal framework

» Acentral database of all clinics
& banks across the country
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will be applicable to all medi-
cal professionals and clinics
operating or providing servi-
cesinthefield of ART.
Thebill also envisages set-
ting upanational board and a
state board to help implement
the legal framework. Besides,
it proposss to create a central
database of all clinics and
banksacrossthe country. The

database will also include de-
tailed information about ser-
vices like the nature of the
method through which the
cutcome is achieved, mini-
ster for women and child de-
velopment (WCD) Smriti Ira-
ni said after the Cabinet mee-
ting. She added, the central
database will also be used for
researchpurposes in this par-

ticular segment of health.

“This bill signifies that In-
dia has decided to respect re
productiverightsof womern,”
Irani said highlizhting that
2020 will indeed be the “deca-
de of dian women”.

The bill prohibits sex de-
termination and sex selec-
tion. It also contains provi-
sions to ensure confidentiali-
ty of the donor as well as the
recipient of suchservices.

The nod for the ART bill
comes on the heels of the
parliamentary committee
recommendations on the
Surrogacy Regulation Bill
in Rajya Sabha and the Me-
dical Termination of Preg-
nancy (MTP) Amendment
Bili, 2020, approved by the
Cabinet last month.

Estimates show that
ART, of which surrogacy
and IVF are most commonly
used procedures, is an over
Rs 3000-crore industry.
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