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F 4 Names
Su ggeszed

7 urii: The BJP letac.ershm i N\ew
Dellrihastriedtoperformahbalancingact
whiledeciding candidatesfor the June 29
Karnatala legislative council polls. BJP
Central Election Commitiee late on Wed-
nesday named MTB Nagaraj, R Shankar,
Sunil Vallyapure and Pratap Simha Nay-
ak asthecandidates.

Thecommittee chosetofield two candi-
datesfrom thelistof fourrecommended by
chief minister BS Yediyurappa, while na-
ming two others-suggested by the party’s
brass. By doing so, the party leadership
has saved Yediyurappa from facing an em-
barrassing situalion onge again afterii ig-
nored his choice of candidates for two Ra-
jva Sabha seais by selecting grassroots
workers Ashok Gastiand Eranna Kadadi

Sources said Nagaraj and Shankar
(both Kurubas) were Yedivurappa's picks.
while Vallyapure (§T) and Nayak's names
were suggesied by the party’s SC face Ara-
vind Limbavali and BJP state president
Nalin Kumar Kateel. respectively

Nagaraj and Shankar had played a key
role in formation of the BJP government
after the coup that led to collapse of the
Congress-JD(S) coalition and had subse-
quently defected wo thesaffron party While
Nagaraj lost the bypolls held last Decem-
ber, Siienkar did not contest after Yediyu-
rappa promiscd him a council berth.

Party sources said Santosh had also
batted for Nagaraj's candidature notwith-
standing widespread resentment in the
party “If B.JP wanted tc keep the promise
made by Yediyurappa to all the defectors.
even AH Vishwanath, who unsuccessfully
conrested vvpolls from Hunsur, should ha-
ve heen considered. It shows Nagaraj had
the backingo/f'a ser;inr leaderinDelhi " sa-

i Cnankar b atap Simha N

: 8JP candidates M18 Nagaraj, R
ayak and Sunit Vallyapure

Nagam aﬂ sh i as
aleeyrelein fomghm of ﬁqe
BIP? govermnent Villyapurs was
considesed for an MLC berth
since he'd given up his seat ohesd
of the LS clections. Nayal's
candidaturve is being seenas thie
party brass’ attemnpt to raward
ioval district-leve! functiona
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seniorparty functionary

Vallvapure, an ex-minister and MLA
fromm Chincholi, was considerad for an
MECseatsinece he'd givenuphisseat when
the party decided to field Avinash Jadhav
sonof Umesh Jadhav, who had resignedas
Chincholi MLA, against Congress veteran
Mallikarjun Kharge in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. Sources said Amit Shah had repor-
tedly promised Vallyapure he would be
considered for theupper house.

However, Nayvak's candidature is be-
ing seen as the party brass’ centinued at-
termnpt to reward loyal district-le =] func-
tionaries. While Yediyurappa had re-
commended H Vishwanath, ex-J(8)sta-
te president and MLA who had defected
to BJP, Nayvak — who was Dakshina Kan-
nada district president — was picked.

“Nayak's candidature is a surprise for
everyvone as he was not even in the recko-
ning,” said a senior functionary and con-
fidant of BL Santosh, adding Nagaraj
was considered over Vishwanath as he
hadlost the bypolis because party MPBN
Bachhe Gowda’s son Sharath contested
as a rehel. The party had asked Vish-
wanth not to contest, quotingan internal
survey, buthe ignored the request.

Times News NeTwcRr:

Bonaalwrn: Candidates of all the thoee
major political parties filed nomination !
papers for the June 29 legislative council
pallson Thursday the lastday to doso.
Accompanied by senior party lead-
ers. BJP candidates MTB Nagaraj.
R Shankar, Sunil \aH\«ame and
Pratap Simha Navakfil-
ed nominations at the
office of legislative as-
sembly secretary MIK

Vishalakshi, who is al- [& "
so returning officer for LT
the polls. ! L

Congress candidates
B Haripraszadl ({top
right) and incumbent
MLC Naseer Ahmmed,
accompanied by senior
party functionaries Sid- |~
daramaiah and DK Shiv-
akumar. also filed their

nomination papers. P

The JD(S) sprang a | | E

. . F
surprise by flelding | j

£rassroois party woiker L L
Inchara Govind Raju. [#
an agriculturist. The |
moveappears tobeanel
fort to shed the long-
standing Appa-Makkala (father-sons)
party image. and strengthen its base in
Kolardistrict, where it has been steadily
losing ground.

Twoindependent candidates— Yada-
vanhalli Krishnezowda and AMeandikkal
Nagaraj — alsofiled their nominations.
As there are no proposers (o their :
names, the papersare sxpected tobe ve-
jected. Serutiny of the papers will b~
held on Friday The ld:r daue i
drawalis June?2l 40 4 =
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