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D arrikar-groomed, RSS man

Sawant picked as Goa CM

Gavind.maad@timesgrou_p.cqm
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Margao: As 46-year-old Pra-
mod Sawant succeeds Mano-
har Parrikar as Goa's chief
minister, BJP effectively pas-
sesthemantle fo its GenNext
ieadership. Sawant is alsp
the only BJP MLA in Gea
from the RSS cadre.

He was party spokesper-
son and Speaker of the state
assembly until his elevation
tothe CM's post.

Sawantbelongs to Cotom-
bi, a village in Bichoiim. His
saffron leanings from his
early days grounded him in
the Hinduiva ideoclogy His
father, Pandurang Sawant, a
former2illa panchayat mem-
ber, was actively associated
with Bharativa Jana Sangh,
Bharativa Mazdoor Sangh
and was also recognised as
BJP'sloyal foot-soldier

Aftergraduatingin Ayur-
veda medicine, Sawant pur-
sued post-graduation in so-
cial work and also studies in
‘medico-legal system’,

Sawant plunged into poli-
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Pramod Sawant, 45, was party
spokesperson and Speaker of the
assermbly until his elevation

tics on the insistence of BJP
leadership in 2008 after the
Sanguelim (mow Sakhali) as-
sembly seat fell vacant,

Quitting his government
jobas Ayurveda physicianin
the north district hospital at
Mapusa, Sawant contested
thebyelectionasa BIJP candi-
date, but lost. He, however,
triumphed in 2012 assemhly
pollsand in 2017 polls.

After the BJP-led coali-
tion led by Parrikar came to
power following the 2017 elec-
tion, Sawant was elected

Speaker, making him the
youngest in the post among
all state assemblies at the
time. Sawant was in the reck-
oning for the top post ever
since the question of a suc-
cessor for Parrikar came to
the fore following detection
of Parrikar’s illness. He had
also met RSS sarsanghcha-
lak in Qctober last vear to
pitch for his candidature for
the CM’s post.

Believed to have been
groomed into politics by Par-
rikar himself, Sawant was al-
50 the late CM's preferrad
choice. Sources said his loy-
alty weighed in his favour as
Parrikar’s successor. “Saw-
ant’s loyalty to the party is
such that he would always
put the party before any per-
sonal ambition. Besides
BJP’s requirement of a rela-
tively younger candidate to
lead the party for the next 10-
15 years worked in his favour,
Parrikar’s writ that the next
CM should beamong BJPleg-

islators alse prevailed,” a

party source said.



