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Rebel legislators need not
attend House: Supreme Court

Says Speaker can dx‘e’?f/de on resignations ‘when appropriate’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI \

The Supreme Court ¢ We

esgay. gave | the 15 dissident
A _‘ om Kamataka com-

the Speakér’s discretion to
decide on their résignations
as and when he considers it
appropriate. ;

A five-page order pro-
nounced by‘a Bench, led by
Chief Justice-of India Ranjan
Gogoi, gave a clear indica-

tion to the 15 rebel Congress-

Janata Dal (Secular) legisla-
* tors, led by Pratapgouda Pa-

Thursday,

SUntil further orders the
15 members of the Assembly

ought not to be compelled to
particip
ings

ven as 1tacknbwledged '

in the proceed ‘
the ongomg sessmn_

' Gearang up fora fight: Congress leader Slddaramanah going to
meet the Speaker on Wednesday. - =k, MURALI kUMAR

of the House and an option

. should be given to them that
they can take part in the said

proceedmgs or:to opt to Te-

can defy a party whip with-
out fear of disqualification
for defection under clause 2
) of the Tenth Schedule of

‘tor is liable for defecnon if
- he or she “votes or abstains
main out of the same 7 the :
- til, that they could bail out of - " i

. contrary te any ¢ direction is-
the trust vote scheduled for.

-+ shed by the pohtlca] party to .
Supreme ¢ Courf'to the dissi-
dent leglslators means they
- ised by it in this behalf..”

the Constitution. Clause 2
(b) mandates that'a legisla-

fromvoting in such House

- -

which he belongs or by any:
person or authority author-
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On the other hand, the-court
said it should not shackle the
Speaker’s suthority,. He
should be allowed to arrive

at a decision on the resigna--

tions at an “appropriate
time”, “In the present case,
the discretion of the Speaker
while deciding the issie
87l artered by:
direction or observation of
this court, The . Speaker
should be left free 10 decide
the issue iny accordance with

Article 190 read with Rule .

202 of the Rules of Proce-
dure and Conduct of Busi-
ness in Karnataks Legislative
Assembly framed in exercise
of the powers under Article
208 of the Constitution,” the
court held, T

* The tourt said the Speak-
€T, once he had taken a call
on the Tesignations, should
Place his decision before the
court. The court’s order may
act as an impetus for the
"Speaker to take a quick call
on the pending disqualifica-
tion as wel] as resignation of
the MLAs. In fact, senior ad-
vocate AM. Singhvi, for the
Speaker, submitted op July-

ythe final day of argu:

e

Karnataka rebel M As
n%d\&oyt attend House

" MLAs “forthwith or withi

ments — that the Speaicr
could decide both disqualif-
cation and resignations “by
tomorrow”,  The Speaker’s
grounds for rejection of 1he
resignations remains Iimit-
ed. He can reject a Tesigna-
tion only if it is not in proper
Frmator iffanA o be 52
LesfB5y w0 btgus, s
case, the MLAs have alrealy
fited sworn affidavits in the
court that thejr resignation
are voluntary ang gemiine,

The Bench described it
order on Wednesday as g
“prudent” interim exercise
and a deft balancing acr
the face of “conflicting an
competing” rights of (ke
Speaker and the dissidend
MLAs. The court said the in
terim order is only mean; 1

rights of the rebe] M LAs,
The decision comes s 4
complete U-turn from e

Tesignations of 10 of the 13

the remaining part of 1h
day”.




