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Cabinet panel toresolve NICE land issues

BENGALURU, DHNS
1€ =0
he Cabinet on Mon-
! day decided to form a
sub-committee to re-
solve various issues related

o the controversial Banga-
lore-Mysore Infrastructure

Corridor (BMIC) project.

promoted by Nandi Infra-
structure Corridor Enterprise
(NICE), especially in connec-
tienwith the acquisition 0f 370
acres ofland.

The land, which is said to
be worth Rs 600 crore, is un-
der dispute between the state
government and NICE. The
370 acres in question were
acquired bythe KarnatakalIn-
dustrial Areas Development
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Board (KIADB) on behalf of
NICE, sourcessaid.
According to sources, the

sub-committee will look into .

land acquisition disputes with
NICE, including the expanse
oflandwhichwastobehanded
over to the Bengaluru Metro
Rail Corporation Ltd. The
government is also consider-
ing approaching the judiciary
to resolve the dispute so that
developmental activities can
betakenup.

When it was in the Opposi-
tion, the BJP had demanded
that the governmenttake over
the NICE project on recormn-
mendations of the jointhouse
committee headed by thenlaw
minister T B Jayachandra,

Other decisions

To reduce government
expenditure, a Cabinet
sub-committee has been
formed to merge or abolish
unnecessary posts in various
departments. According to
sources, the decision to form
the sub-committee was dueto
growing expenses on salaries
of government employees,
which make up nearly 70% of
the state Budget. -

During the meeting, the
Cabinet also granted admin-
istrative approval for the
construction of 25 school
buildings at an estimated
cost of Rs 579.75 crore. The
schoolsconstructed using the
funds include Morarji Desai
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Residential Schools, Kittur
Rani Chennzmma Residen-
tial Schools, Dr BR Ambed-
kar Residential Schools
and others.

In order to increase infor-
mation and communication
technologyequipmentat hos-
pitals, the state government
approved Rs 56,79 crore for
the implementation of the
e-Hospital scheme.

Under the scheme, ICT
devices will be installed at 122
taluk hospitals, 50 commu-
nity health centres and three
medical college hospitals in
thestate. Theschemeis being
implemented under the Na-
tional Health Mission of the
Central government,
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