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‘Session begins today, Opposition
stocks up ammo to floor govt
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Governor to address joint
sitting of legislature
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BENGALURU, DHNS

eduction of state’s share
&central taxes,appoint-
ent of Anand Singh as
Forest Minister with pending
cases against him under Kar-
nataka ForestAct, police firing
inMangaluruduring anti-CAA
protests are expected to turn
the legislature session, begin-
ning Monday, into a stormy
affair.
The session will begin with

Governor Vajubhai Vala's ad-

dress to both the Houses of
the legislature, and will con-
clude on Thursday, February
20. The State budget will be
presented on March 5, after
thesession resumes on March
2. The session concludes on
March 31. The Houses had
last met from October 16 to
24 in Bengaluru as the win-
rer sassion scheduled in Be-
Jled off, citing

A by Hoods in

the region.

It is also the first session .

after the December bypoll re-
sults ensured a clear majority
to the Yediyurappa-led BJP
government,formedafterthe
defection of 17 MLAs from
the previous Congress-JD{(S)
coalition.

Whilethe governor’sspeech
will highlight the achieve-
ments of the government, the
opposition parties are plan-
ning to corner the government
with a large number of issues
that has rocked the state in
the past few months.

Questionsonthe decreasein
tax share to Karnataka effect-
ed by the recommendations of
the15th Finance Commission,
the Mangaluru police firing
and sedition cases against
those criticising the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act - espe-
ciallvagainstchildrenin Bidar
- end frregularities in floed
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' Officials inspethe prepatiuns onthe eve of the

legislature session, at the Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru
on Sunday. OH PHGTO/KRISHMAKUMAR P §

the Opposition.

The controversy over the
‘conflict of interest’ appoint-
ment of Anand Singh as Forest
Minister, when several cases
for viclation of the provisions
of the Karnataka Forest Act
are pending againsthim might
also force the government on
the back-foot.

Moreover, the alleged in-
volvement of Revenue Minis-
ter R Ashoka’s son in an acci-
dent that claimed two lives in
Ballari district has provided
armmunition {0 opposition

oartes.

Complaints of irregu-
larities in providing relief
to victims of one of the
worst floeds in almost a
centuryarealso expected
to embarrass the govern-
ment, which had prom-
ised all help tovictims.

Concerns over reduc-
tion in funds allocated to
several schemes of the
governmentalongwithal-
legations of disparities in
funds sanctioned to vari-
ous constiencies might
alzo be raised by the Og-

BJP, Congress
hold LP meet

The BJP andCongress
legislature parties met on
Sundaytodiscusstheir course
of action during theupcoming
session, hereon Sunday. The
Congresslegistature party
will meet againon Monday
morning ahead of the Gov-
ernorsaddresstothejoint
sessionofthe legislature.

Priortothesame, a
meeting of Congresssenior
leadersdecided to oppose any
proposalstoimplement the
CitizenshipAmendment Act
inthe Governor’saddressby
protesting onthefloor ofthe
House. .

TheBJP legislature party
alsochalked outstrategies
tocountertheatlegationsby
the Opposition. MLAs were
alsoinstructed to ensure their
presenceinthe Assemblyand
Council when key legislations
are puttovote. -

TheJD(8) legislature party
willalso meetonMonday
morningtodiscuss their
strategizs daring the course
ofthosession,



