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“Covid battle far from over:
'Health min in Rajya Sabha-

 Fataliy Rate At [0
. 1.6%, Recovery
Rate At T7%

New Delhi; Soundinganote
of caution; Union health mi-
nister Harsh Vardhan on
A Tuesday told
i the
f2 Sabha
{ the battle
4 against Co-
vid-19 is far
fromover,ata
time when India’s total tally
has neared the five million-
mark. “Iwouldurge all Mem-
pers of Parliament that the
coronavirus battle is still far
from over On one hand,
when weareinanunlocksta-
ge to revivethe Indianecono-
my, and have a balarced app-
roach, it is important that
sustained community sup-
portisensuredto control the
spread of *he virus and bre-
-k its ch:in ¢f trarsmis
sion,” Varihan said ic che
Upper Hot e
India c i T s=day oo -
ted a spilt > or 83,000 new .-
ses in the last 24 hours, ta-
king the country’s total tally
past 50-lakh mark, including
9.80,061 active cases. “Co-
vid-19 fatality and recovery
ratesstand at 1.6% and 77.6%
respectively. Maximum ca-
ses and deaths have primari-
1y been reported from Maha-
rashtra, Andhra Pradesh,

Raiva
that

tndia has been able to fimit its cases and deaths to 3320 Cases per

wiltion and 55 deaths per million which is one of the lowestin the world

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Delhi, West
Bengal, Bihar, Telangana,
Odisha, Assam, Kerala, and
Gujarat,” the minister furt-
hersaid. :

He said about 40 1akh per-
sons were under -ur 2iilan-
~a. “Fxtensie ¢ ntrot wa-
sre el allvooglmcages i3
e vmide ta @by ot
ale pogulaity wrugh dise
sesurveiliancenerwc rksoas
to break the chain of tramns-
mission,” headded.

Vardhanalsospokeabout
the clinical management of
coronavirus, pointing out
that no specific antiviral
drugs have proved effective
sofar while the symptomatic
treatment for fever and co-

ugh, appropriate rehydra-
tion, and supplemental oxy-
gen therapy remained the
mainstay of treatment.

The minister, however, s&
id that in India, drug hydrox-
ychloroquine has been re-
purposed < or mild znd mode-
rate -3 -es. madcition, prov -
sijne By Livesticstional the-
r piis hav - 3 Secl WELE
toroyhtaeovs of Rea gt
vir, conva. 2scent plasma, acd
Tocilizumab for managing
severe cases under close me-
dical supervision.

India has been able to 1i-
mit its cases and deaths to
3,320 cases per million and 55
deaths per million which is
one of the lowest in the
world, he added. acencies

Call on plasma

therapy for
Covid-19 leftto
task force, MG

New Delhi: The National
Task Force on Covid-19 and
joint monitoring group
(JMG) of thehealthministry
will decide whether the plas-
ma therapy should be conti-
nued in the treatment of co-
ronavirus infected patients
in India, said Dr Balram
Bhargava, DG of Indian Co-
uneil of Medical Research
(ICMR),on Tuesday.
DrBhargava informed in
context with the ICMR fin-
dings that revealed convale-
scent plasma (CP) therapy
didn’t help in reducing death
due to the coronavirus in In-
dia. “Plasma therapy has be-
en used for more than 100 ye-
ars nowfor various virus in-
aetions, Tt was used in ebola
and rew for Cooid-19. Whet-
ner it helps 2 coronaviras
apearment O Tot, 1t is helng
gri? ad It 5e il InLer<o1g
peer review, h: saladrg
apress conferencelere
“Onee peer review hap
pens and wepeta full publica-
tionout, thisdata willbe consi-
deredagain by the NTF andjo
int monitoring group of he
alth ministry, then a decision
will be taken if we should cor-
tinuewithit," he said. an



