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Congress MPs stage a walkout over denial of discussion on border row

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT X
NEW DELHI
Prime Minister Narendrd
Modi and the government
are scared of the questions
that will be asked on the sit-
uation along the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC), which is
why the Opposition was not
allowed to speak after De-
fence’ Minister Rajnath
Singh's statement in the Lok
Sabha, the Congress said af-
ter staging a walkout from
the House. © - ° '

Floor leader of the Con-
gress, Adhir Ranjan Chowd-
hury, said there are many
questions but the Congress
on Tuesday only wanted to
express solidarity with the
Army. “But we were not even
granted half a minute ... not
even to speak in support of
Mr. Singh’s statement,” he
said. '

He also sought to remind
that when BJP leader and
forrner PM Aty Binari Vai-
payee le nanded a discus-
gion afer toa 1662 Ruda-Chi-
g var, e ber FY
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Taking a stand: Congress MPs protesting at Parllament House
in Mew Dethi on Tuesday. =pTi

it and Parliament debated
the subject for two days.

‘Deliberately silenced’
“Why was Prime Minister

- Narendra Modi absent from
 Parliament on a day his go-

vernment has tabled such an
important statement?” Mr.
Chow, dnury asled. His dep 2
iy in “hie House, Carrtay G-
g7i, eaid the Corgriss was
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side Parliament on Monday,
had said we should all speak
in one voice and that is what
the Congress wanted to do.
“We wanted to send a
message of solidarity to our
troops and a stern warning
to China that they should not
test our patience. Unfortu-
nately, this govarnment feels
chat they al ne can speak 'n
appo-t of the Army” M-
sogo seiddThe remte
JAr. Lozl zalc, <2 to v

lence the party.

The Prime Minister, even
after 20 soldiers were killed
in the Galwan Valley, main-
tained that the Chinese army
did not enter the Indian ter-
ritory, he said. “This is also
the position of the Chinese
government and PM Modi's
statement has only under-
mined India’s position and
strengthened them,” Mr. Go-
goi said.

Former Congress presi-

‘dent Rahul Gandhi, who is
abroad  accompanying his
mother for medical treat-
ment, in a tweet took a dig at
Mr. Modi exhorting him not
to be scared of naming Chi-
na. “It is clear from the state-
ment of the Defence Minister.
that Mediji misled the coun-
try on Chinese encroach-
ment, Qur country has al-
ways been, and will remain,
with the Army. But Mr. Modi.
when will you stand against
China? When will we take
“yack the land of our coutry
¢ China? Do . :k2afaid
topane Cairg "hecaidina |
rwee, i Lond //



