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Locked ‘B’ Kharab
lands within 18 km
of city to be sold

BENGALURU, DHN s
2R |

he Cabinet on Tuesday

I decided to regularise

landlocked ‘B’ kharab

lands in and around Ben-

galuru by making property

owners pay twice the guid-
ance value,

The term ‘B’ kharab refers
tonon-cultivableland belong-
ingtothe government, which
cannot be convertcd. While
‘B’kharablands can be putto
the public, in several cases,
they are stuck between pri-
vate properties, makingthem
landlocked.

“Until now, property own-
ers were unauthorisedly uti-
lising ‘B’ kharab lands locked
within private property,”
Revenue Minister R Ashoka
told DH, “For instance, in a
ten-acre land, there could be
a small portion of ‘B’ kharab
lockedinit. Landownerswere
making use of it until now
without any avtherisation.
Henceforth, they will have
to pay the government,” he
explained.

To enable such ‘B’ kharab
lands to be regularised, the
Cabinetha: lecidedtoamend
thy: +2le 7an provisionscfthz2
Kernitike Land Revenie
A Frevicusly ine Ua amac
d.icc ed legaaiinz s o
lands evel, in rural areas at
four times the guidance val-
ue. On Tuesday, however, the
Cabinet on Tuesday decided
to limititonlytourban areas.

Law Minister JC Mad-
huswamy said the decision
pertained only to Bengaluru
and areas falling within an
18-km radius of the city. The
move is expected to generate
revenues to the state excheq-
uer, while also permanently
freeing up pieces of govern-
ment lands that were sand-
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wiched inrealty plots.

According to officialsin the
revenue department, there
are some 21,000 acres of ‘B’
kharabland in Bengaluruand
Bengaluru Rural districts, in-
cluding those that are Jand-
locked.

BBMP hill to be tabled?
Madhuswamy said the gov-
ernment was keen on tabling
the BBMP bill in the upcom-
ing session of the legislature.
At present, the bill is being
scrutinised by a joint select
committee.

The bill seeks to provide a
separate law to govern Ben-
galuru and proposes several
administrative changes for
the city’s civic body, including
afve-yeartermforthe m wyor,
upto 15 municip al ~or es, area
sadhasandsoon.

Acloding o Mal-
huswamy, the - >amittee
is regularly meeting twce a
week and holding extensive
discussions on increasing the
number of wards and zones.
The committee is also discuss-
ing how much power should
be vested withthe zonal com-
mittees, he said.

The government's plans to
take up delimitation of wards
has been seen as a ploy to
delay elections to the BBMP,
whose term ended Septem-
ber 10 and which is currently
run by an administrator.




