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‘MONSOON SESSION: Modi miskied the countryon Chinese incursions in Ladakh, says Rahul
unning away from discussion on Chizna: Cong

Bill to provide statutory status to LSnodtoBillthat
aviationregulators passed

PM rimnin

SAGAR KULKARNI

NEW DELHI, DHNS
"Yhe Congress on Tucsday

accused Prime Minister
» Narendra Modi of run-
gaway froma discussicnin
liament on Chinese trans-
ssions in Ladakh by vot
wing Opposition parties to
akontheissue.
‘hotigh several Oppo+’tion
Jersdemanded adiscussion
‘he issue in the Lok Sabha,
1gress members were the
7 ones to walk out on being
dlowed to speakin support
he Indian Army after De-
:e Minister Rajnath Siugh
le a statement on ‘T vel-
1ents on our border in
akh!
fter staging a walk-out,
Congress members heid a
tonstration in Parlian:ent
nises and questioned rhe
xnce of the prime miuis-
in the Lok Sabha v-ien
defence minister made
atement on the Chinese
sgressions.
[here was a deliberate at-
ptto silence the Congress
y.Weonlywanted tosenda
sage of solidarity tothe in-
Armyandwe alsowa~ted
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’ Cmgress MPsAthr Ranjan cnowdhury, Shashi Tharoor and others stage aprotest near
Mahatma Gandhi statue demanding discussion over India-China border issue in Ladalh,
during the ongoing Monsoon Sesslon, at the Parllament Mouse in New Delhi on Tuesday. rh

this Governmeni to be honest,
accountable and transparent
tothe people of India,” Gaurav
Gogoi, deputy leader of the
CongressintheLok Sabhatold
reporters here.

The main Opposition party
wanted Singh to state in clear
terms whether China had
occupied Indian territory in
Ladakh and specify a imeline
when the government planned

to oustthem,

“We are proud of the valour
of our armed forces, but why
is the prime minister missing?
Why is the Prime Minister
running away from giving an
accountofhis failure to Parlia-
ment,” Congress chief spokes-
man Randeep Singh Surjewala
said. Former Congress presi-
dentRahul Gandhi said it was
clea¥ from the defence minis-

-~

ter’s statement that the prime
minister misled the countryon
Chinese incursionsin Ladakh,

“Our country has always
stoodupwith our defence forc-
es and will continue to do so.
But when will you (PM) stand
up against China? When will
you reclaim our territory that
China has occupied? Don't be
scared of naming China,” Ra-
hul said on'Twitter.

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Parlia-
ment on Tuesday passed a bill
that seeks to improve India’s
aviationsafety ratings, provide
statutory status to regulato-
ry institutions like the DGCA

k. even as the Opposition ac-
“cused the government of cen-

tralising powers in its hands
and demandeda probeintothe
privatisation of airports.

Rajya Sabha passed the Air-
craft (Amendment) Bill, 2020,
withavoice vote after adiscus-
sion, six months after the Lok
Sabha cleared the legislation
inMarch.

Civil Aviation Minister Har-
deep Puri said the “operating
thrust” of the Bill was to pro-
videstatutory powersto the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA), the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
and the Aircraft Accident In-

vestigationBureau(AAB)and -

it was necessary for moving

forward with the exponential

growth ofthesector.
He said the amendients

were necessary as the growth

in civil aviation has *vown
many challenges sucl, as sat-
urated airport capacity lack
of trained manpowc:, Umited
manpower capabilitie..

The new amendments 250
provide the provision to raise
the penalty for vic e Hom
up to Rs 10 Jakh to 15 1 crore.
The last revision was made in
2007 from Rs 1,000-2000 to
Rs10lakh. However,rochange
hasbeen proposed in.rins of
imprisonment *hot is at tp
yearsin most cases, he said.

Rejecting the etz g
the privatisation of airports,
Puri said since the privatisation
of Mumbai and Delhi airports
in2006, the Airports /=t hority
ofIndia hasreccived Rs 22,000
crore. Thismot,y s beenuu-
lised to develop irpert infra-
st;‘ucturemothel puis o Tihe

1y, he said.
itiating the debatc ou the
;‘Congress leader X CVenu-
gopalaccusedthe govei ivnent
of promoting cronycap:talism

"by privatising arports i tie

name of developing *hern.

removes stock
limits on farm
commaodities

NEW DELH{, DHNS: Lok
Sabha on Tuesday passed
the Essential Commodities
(Amendment)Bill that seeks
to deregulate fooditems, in-
cluding cereals, pulses and
onion, amid strong protests
from Opposition parties and
aBJP ally who dubbed the
move “anti-farmer”.

Former Pun]ab deputy
chiefminister Sukhbir Singh
Badai, aL.ok Sabha member
from F. erozpur, said farm-
ers have “misgivings and
doubts” on the Bill and two
other legislations related to
the farm sector,

“The Centre should with-
hold these legislations and
work to address the con-
cerns of farmers,” Badal, the
Akali Dal chief, said.




