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"MPs support salary
cut bill: slam curh

_onMPLADS

Scrap Central Vista
project: Supriya
Sule to Govt
—m%\?"

NEW DELHI, DHNS
e .

ok Sabha members on

Tuesday passed a Bill

effecting a 30% cut in
their salaries to enable the
government meet exigencies
dueto the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, but grudgingly accepted
the scrapping of local area
development funds for two
years.

The Salary, Allowances
and Pension of Members of
Parliament (Amendment)
Bill was passed unanimous-
ly by a voice vote, with mem-
bers cutting across party
lines expressing “illingness
toforgy “he'r - 1ti e salaryfor
nreyed o .t nzlea sttong
1 23’ Tzreste anma

M T furds.

TheBill seexs. yreplacean
ordinance promuigated dur-
ing the inter-session period.
The government had prom-
ulgated the Salary, Allowanc-
es and Pension of Members
of Parliament (Amendment)
Ordinance on April 7. In a
separate decision of the Un-
ion Cabinet, the government

Pl

had suspended MPLADS
fund for two years,

“The government can take
away the entire salary, but
restore the MPLADS fund,”
Trinamool member Sougata
Ray said participating in the
debate on the Bill,

NCPmember Supriya Sule
wanted the government to
scrap the Rs 20,000 crore
project to redevelop the
Central Vista and build a new
Parliament building.

“You can take a vote here,
Do you want a Central Vis-
ta and an office or do you
want a hospital or g school
in your constituency? I think
itis a given, it is not rocket
science,” Sule said making
a strong pitch for the resto-
ration of the MPLADS fund.

Under the MPLADS fund,
everyMember of Parliament
gets to allocate Rs five crore
for development projects
in his constituency ever:
2er. These funds <re spen:
v smaler projecr- s ~n as

ulding s iul e s avying
rbuances aod 342 nga
classreom.

“Almost 80% of the fund
is spent in rural areas; why
areyoutaking away the funds
meant to be spent on Sched-
uled Castes,” Congress lead-
er Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said pointing out that 15% of
thefund was reserved for SC
and7.5% for ST.
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