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| Amidan“exponental growth”
of mental health issues during
Covid-19 pandemic and lock-
down, Congress’ Rajya Sabha

DeputyLeader An Sharma
on Tuesday asked the govern-

| ment to put mental illness un-

| derthe ambitoflifeinsurance,

l as it wil] help people to see it

| with thie same lens as that of
physical diseases.

Raising the issue during
Zera Hour, Sharma said one
in seven persons in the coun-
try are suffering from depres-
sion and the number of people
affected by mental disorders
and issues have risen during
the pandemic and lockdown
inthe recent months.

Students and children are
increasingly suffering from
mental disorders and many of
them were not able to access
onlinestudy, non-availability of
midday meals and fear of get-
ting affected by Covid-19.

“The first and foremost rea-
son is the lack of awareness
and sensitivity among people.
Dagole sufferng from mm.2neal
“iso~ders suffer fron stizma.
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jcy intervention and resource
allocation from the govern-
ment. There should be a per-
sistent effort to educate and
sensitise society about mental
disorders,” hesaid.

He demanded that mental
disorders should be “manda-
torily” put under the ambit of
lifeir suranice and this willkilp
peopl. v :ee ~yentalillness in
h= ame ans e sthen fue phs
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e Patients dead due to

I non-Covid reasons

ical diseases.

Both the Centre and state
governments need to evolve
innovative modes to deepen
penetrationof servicesandset
up helplines and counselling
centres across the country, he
added. Samajwadi Party lead-
er in Rajya Sabha Ramgop al
Yacav alen raised the isfue of
necplecommithiag cicedue
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