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“Two- -day special session

| on Constitution: Speaker
I M/URU DHNS

" TV camera ban to continue

i Ssemblv Speaker Vish-
i weshwar Hegde Kageri

nnounced Friday that
the Budget session will start
with a two-day discussion on
the Constitution on March 2
and 3, which could give am-
munitiontothe Oppositionto
target theruling BJP.

“On March 2 and 3, a spe-
cial discussion on the Consti-
tution has been scheduled in
. the backdrop of the 70th year
of the adoption of the Indian
Constitution,” Kageri told re-
porters. The Speaker said he
held discussions with senior
legislators about this. “The
two-daydiscussion will foecus
ontheintent and speciality of
the Constitution, so that the
legislators understand iteven
better,” he said.

This could, however, turn
intoa slugfest with the Oppo-
sition Congressand JD(S) ac-
cusing the BJP government,

..--}:ro‘th at the Centre and the

state, of taking decisions they
say are ‘unconstitutional’
Kageri did not comment

Sticking to his decision,
Speaker Kagerisaid that
private television news
cameraswill not beal-
lowed to cover legislature
sessions inline with the
Parliament system.
“Forlong now, itis
being discussed that
the Parliament system
mustbe adopted. Several
* states have done it,and so

on apprehensions that the
controversial Citizenship
(Amendment) Act gnd the
National Register ofgltlzens
(NRC) could engulf the dis-
cussion on the Constitution.
“I'm confident members will
rise above party politics for a
meaningful discussion enthe
Constitution,” Kageri said.
Askedifthe legislature will
adopt a resolution like other
states have done on the CAA,
Kageri was quick to say that
nosuchthing wifl bedone.
The upcoming session of

has Karnataka,”Kageri
said. Private channels
willhave torelyon
Doordarshan, the public
broadeaster, for the feed.
Kageribanned TV cam-
erasduring the winter
session ofthe legislature
last year despitevoices
of protest. Reporters,
however, willbe allowed to
coverthe session.

legislature willhavetwoparts

- the first one starts February
17 with Governor Vajubhai R
Vala addressing both houses
and ends February 21, Theleg-
islaturewillresume on March
2 and continue till March 31,
The 2020-21 Budget will be
tabledonMarch 5.

Six Bills will be tabled dur-
ing the session, including an
amendment to the Lokayuk-
ta Acttoallow the incumbent
Lokayukia to recuse from
locking into a case that in-
volvesconflict of interest.
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