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“State Assemblies to discuss defections,
oG - disturbances in Houses
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ANAND MISHRA
MEW DELHI, DHNS

mid defections and poaching

of MLAs making headlines in

yarious states, the Lok Sabha
secretariat will deliberate with state
tegislatures over the “rele of speaker”
and the 10th Schedule that has provi-
sions as to disqualification on ground
of defection.

A perusal of suggestions given by
state legislatures shows that the leg-
islative Assembly and council of TRS-
ruled Andhra Pradeshwant to discuss
“anti-Defection Law—Theneed tore-
form”, while Bihar alsoseekstodiscuss
“10th$chedule ofthe Constitutionand
the role of speaker”.

The two-day conference of Presid-
ing Officers of legislative bodiesin In-
dia, which is being held in Dehradun
from December 18, will also take stock
of the declining number of working
days in various state Assemblies and
the possible remedial measures.

The Lok Sabha has suggested de-
liberating over the “need to lay down
rules for setting minimum number of
sittings and sesstons of Legislature,”
accordingtothe documents. Biharhas
listed the topic “decreasing interest of
legistators in Legislative Assembly”
while Rajasthan has made a direct
suggestion “increase the number of
sittings of legislatures.”

Ideally, any state Assembly should
have 90 working days of a session in

ayear. Accordingtoa 2014 report by
PRS Legislative Research about the
functioning of 31 Assemblies, the Har-
yana Assembly had held 10 sessions
since 2009 till March 2034, meeting
foratotal of 54 days—anaverageofll
days per year.

Nagatand and Arunachal Pradesh
sat fora fewer daysthan Haryana. The
Kerala Assembly sat for an average of
50 days per year, while Tamii Nadu
Assembly convened for 44 days. The
Assemblyin Goasits for 26 daysayear
onanaverage. The Gujarat Assembly
had during 2007-2012sat for atotalof
157 days — an average of 31days each
year. Inmoststate Assemblies, billsare
passed without any discussion or very
lietle discussion.




