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DECISION, SAVS SPEAKER
Wiy asewaT Heo 28 hagen. < E
Assernbly Speaker, has been ¢ {)\“\. 1
facing criticism from the \'5\\ }
Opposition over iMposing i
restrictions cn media coverage i
o7 the House proceedings. !
Journalisis too had hit the i
<treets In protest. Unfazed by

the criticism, the Speaker told

TNSE in an interview, "t was my
decision and L had not consutted !
the (M about it INTERVIEW:PS ~ 1
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ISHWESHWAR
Hedge Kageri, the
Speaker of the State
Legislative Assembly,
has been facing criti-
cism from the Opposi-
" tion Congressandthe
JDS over imposing resiric-
tions on media coverage of the
House proceedings. Journal
ists too had hit the streets pro-
testing his decision. Unfazed
by the criticism, the Speaker
told The New Sunday Express
in an interview, “It wasmy de-
cision and I had not consulted
the CM about it.”

Excerpts

This time winter session
was only for three days,
what was the reason?

It was proposed by the
state government,
the cabinet approved
it and sent it to the
Governor for final
approval. I'had torun
the session as per their
decision.

From where did the media
ban suggestion come?

This system of giving record-
ed version to the media has
been there in Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha for the past many
years. We are not censoring
any-information and not hid-
ing anything. Live telecast has
been neither blocked nor ed-
ited. The video recording wiil
have everything.

Wiy was decision talten?

At the speakers’ conferences,
there are discussions on up-
holding the dignity and im-

‘Tt was 200 per ce
we are not censoring
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We are not censaring any
Information and net hiding anything

Vishweshwar Hedge Kageri

proving the image of ihe
House. There has been a pro-
posal at this forum fo run the
House on the lines of Lok Sab-
ha.and Rajya Sabha sessions.

Whose decision was it?
Speaker ot CM?
Tt was my own decision.
. It was 200 per cent the
Speaker’s decision. 1
was not the first oneto
propose it. Previous
# gpeakers too proposed
to have similar setup, like
the one in Lok Sabha.

Does any other state legis- -

lature have such
restrictions? _

There is a setup similar to the’
Lok Sabha system in many
state assemblies. There s e-vid-
haan, where anyone can watch
direct telecast through web.
This is followead inmany states,
Karnataka is not the first one.
We have tised e-vidhaan in this
session. This system will be
there even if the Speaker orth

gyverigient changes. :

What is the problem in al-
lowing TV media

y decision,

any info’

cameramen?

Our questions is — when we
are giving all the data and in-
formation to them without
any filter, is there a problem?
For us, Parliament is the mod-
el. They are also suggesting
that all siates adopt a similar
mechanism.

Was security the reason to
ban the media?

We did not think in that angle
atall.

Will this be permanent?

In my order, I have clearly
mentioned that this isdone on
an experimental basis for
three days. In the coming ses-
sion, let us discuss with the
various stake holders, nclud-
ing the media.

This is the first time the me-
dia has protested against
the Spealker, over to you...
1t isa democratic system. Eve-
ryone has the freedom to ex-
press their opinion.

Do you think this ban has
taken a political turn?
Idonot wantto comment. Peo-
7le are aware that we are not
hiding anything. Legislators
cutting across party lines have
welcomed my decision. '

RBut the ban is not there in
the Upper House?

It is their individual decision,
T do not want to comment on it.

wWhat difference have you
noticed without the camer-
amen inside the House?

_The session went on, the jomr-
nalists came and 150X NUies.
Channels got the entire live
recording.
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