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ON MLA RESIGNATIONS
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THE Supreme Court on Friday
restrained Karnataka Assem-
oly Spealier K R Ramesh Ku-
mar from deciding on the dis-
qualification or restgnation of
15 rebel lawmakers till it hears
the case again on Tuesday

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Ranjnn Gozol
ordered statiis quo as weighty
Constitutional issues nveiving
Articles 180 and 351 neaded o
be addiessed first, “Various is-
3Ugs of interpretation of Con-
stitutional provisions arize.
Question of judicia! interfere
also comes up. Tt also needs to
be examined if the Speaker
needs to decide disqualification
first,” the bench said.

The hearing saw sharp argu-
menis from Mukul Rohtagi ap-
pearing for the rebels, Ab-
hishek Singhvi for the Speaker
and Rajeev Dhavan for the CM.

Rohtagi began by stating tha:
the Speaker could be given a
day or two o decide but he
can't challenge the authority of
this court. He added, “Speaker
isriding on two horses. He 88Vs
Supreme Court is nobody to
give clirections. He aiso says he
has to study the resignations.
His object is to keep resigna-
tions pending and then disgual-
ify them so that resignations
become Infructuous, I he can’t
decide on resignations, then it
is a brazen case of comntempt.”

This led the CJT to intervens
and ask, “Is Speaker challeng-
ing authority of this court? Is
Spealer saying Supreme court
should keep its hands off?”

Singhvi defended the Speak-
er saying, “Two of the MLAs
resigned after disqualification
proceedings commenced, Eight
of them resigned before dis-
qualification proceedings but
did not appear in person with
their resignation letters.” pg

TOP COURT EXPLAINS

The Supreme Court said its restraint an the Speaker was only meant to

2nable itself to decide on larger const
of directions that could be issued by
/ constitutional functicnary

itutional guestions like the extent
a constitutional court to another
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“While the petitlon was
based on claims of ."nala‘d‘
minisiration and scims in
the Karnataka goverument.
some of these MLAsS were
involved in those scams.
These wers not encug_h for
the Supreme Court to inter-
vene like this.”

The SC order came on
plea filed by rebel MLAs
who had moved the courtal-
leging that the Speaker was
not accepting their
resignafions.

‘THE hearing saw sharp ar-
guments from Mulkul Rehit-
agiappearing for the rebels,
Abhishek Singhyl for Fhe
Speaker and Ra]ee_v_Dna-
wan for the chief minister.
Abhishek Singhvi added
that the petition can’t been-
tertained under Art1'c1e 32
as there is no violaltlon of
their fundamental right.
Echoing him, Rajeev Dha-
wan, added that the Spegker
was doing his Constitution-
al duty, to make sure these



