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After the drama over Rajya
Sabha elections, a fresh act is
now expected to play out for
the Legislative Council elec-
tions and nominations, espe-
ciallyinthe ruling BJP.

The term of seven ML Cs will
end June 30 and the Election
Commission has annournced
polls to fill up these vacancies
on June 29. The outgoing

,

MLCs are Naseer Ahmed,
Jayamma, M C Venugopal,
N S Bose Raju, H M Revanna
{all Congress), T A Sharavana
(JDS) and independent D U
Mallikarjuna.

At present, the 75-member
Council has 37 Congress, 19
BIP, 16 JD(S}, two independ-
ents and a chairperson.

Itwillbe a tightrope walk for
theruling BJP, whichhasmore
than enough hopefuls lobby-

ing for Council berths, includ-
ing three who defected from
the Congress-JD(S) coalition
and are waiting for Chief Min-
ister B 8 Yediyurappa to keep
his promise,

Although there are several
names doing the rounds, the
partyisstillunclear. “Itis possi-
blethat the trend of accommo-
dating grassroots party work-
erswill continue,” BJP general
secretary N Ravi Kumar said.

MLC, FROM PAC&ENI '
While VishwanathandNagaraj
lost the byelections, Shankar
did not contest in exchange
for a Council berth prormuse.
Nagaraj met Yediyurappa on
Wednesdayandsaidhe hadno

- qualms in waiting for his turn.
“I didn't discuss the MLC elec-
tions. [ talked about t’he devel-
opment of Hoskote, Nagaraj
said. “Whatever the (;M aqd
the party decide, I'll abidebyit.
Opportunity will come when
thetimeisright,"he smd,vyhen
asked about him becoming 2
minister via Council member-

ship.

The Congressisunder pres-
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sure from ticket aspirants.
Sources said aspirants are
seeking tickets under the mi-
nority, OBC and women quo-
tas. “Arnong minorities, Njve-
dith Alva, Naseer Ahmed zlmcl
Shafiulla are asking for tick-
ets. Under OBC, Venggopal,
Revanna and Bose Raju want
another term, whereas Naga-
raj Yadavand VR Sudarshan
are other contenders. Wom-
en leaders Rani Satish, Bharti
Shankar among otheys are
vying for it,” aleader said. The
ID(S)is yettotakeacall onthe
MLC elections, according to
sources, but Sharavana .has
sought anotherterm. - "*

Fresh drama likely amid ticket race }

“Selection of candidates isleft
to the discretion of the high
command.”

The candidates will be dis-
cussed inthe BJP core commit-
teescheduled for Junel4or15.

Yediyurappa is under pres-
sure to accommodate former
ministers H Vishwanath, M T
BNagarajandR Shankar, who
quit the Congress-JD(S) and

jumped ship to BJP.
»MLC, Paged
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