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quota order

NDA ally LJP disagrees with
verdict, Cong plans protests
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The Congress targeted
the BJP government in Ut-
tarakhand, saying its lawyers
failed to argue the case effec-
tively, and raised questions
about BJP’s commitment to
the cause of SC{STs. The SC
ruling had come on petitions
connected withreservationin
Uttarakhand’s Public Works
Department, where the state
decided against quota.

BJP ally Lok Janashakti

Party (LJP), too, expressed
displeasure over the verdict
andurged the government to
take “immediate steps”to en-
sure that people belongingto
reserved categories continue

to get quota in promotionsin

governmment jobs.
In a bid to up pressure on
the government, Union Min-
ister Ramvilas Paswan has
convenied ameeting of SC/ST
members of Parliament on
Monday to discuss the issue.
LJPPresident Chirag Paswan
said the SC order was against
the concept of reservation.
Congress leaders Mukul
Wasnik and Udit Raj said the
party would launch demon-
strations inside and cutside
Parliament to demand resto-
rationof quota.
» SCquota, Page 14
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“We respectfully put forth
our dissent against this ver-
dict. It is unfortunate that
those who hold important
posts in the government to-
dayareagainstreservation,”
Wasnik, a formerunion myin-
ister for social justice and
empowerment, told report-
ershere.

‘Wasnikrecalled the state-
ments of RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat calling forarethink
on reservation policy and
doubted the BJP's commit-
ment to the cause of SC/ST
commumities. “The BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre and
in Uttarakhand have taken
different stands on theissue
in courts. The party should
clarify thisdichotomy,” Udit
Raj, a former Lok Sabha
member, said.




