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We're going through

- difficult times, says
- CJLon anti-CAA stir

Bhananjay.Mahapatra 30
@timesgroup.com \\} \
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday said the
country was geingthrougha
difficult pericd due to vio-
lent protesis against the Ci-

¢ tizenship (Amendment) Act

i andrequested all concernsd
to desist from aggravating
thesituation.

When advocate Vineet )

Dhanda requested z hench

¢ of CJIS A Bobde and Justi-
ces B R Gavai and Surya
Kantiolista PIL by PuneetK
Dhanda seeking to declare
CAA constitutional and ma-
ke it mandatory for all states
to implement it, the C.J said,
“As it is, there is a ot of vio--

¢ lence. You(Dhanda)may cre-
ate more trouble (with your .
plea). Wearegoingthrougha
difficult perjod. These are

. difficult times. Suggest met-
hods to create peace.”
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Asitis, thereisa lot
=% of violence. You may
create more trouble (with
your ptea). We are going
through a difficult period...
This is the first ime we. ~
are hearing of a petition
which tells the e
Supreme ;
' Court to i
declare a law
constitutional
S ~=Ch
SA Bobde -

The CJI said, “Your peti-
tion is different. This is the

first time we are Hearing of a

petition which tells the SCto
declare & law constitutio-
nal” Ordinarily, the 8C scru-
tinises the validity of a law
and declares it either consti-
tutional orunconstitutional.

_»Continued on P 3

e T S

‘Supreme Court to hear petitions
challenging CAA on January 22

i »Continued fromP1 - Jains from Pakistan, Afghanis- We aresaying rioting must stop.
. CFex Lo W2 tan and Bangladesh. The pet- We have enough experience as
S bwaver, the bench posted  itioners said the non-inclusion judges to know how rioting
che petitionfor hearingon  of MusHms in the CAA provi- - staris and what are protesters’

s Friday though it has sions rendered Atranti-secular rights. We cannot decide in this /o

scheduled hearing on 60 oth-
er petitions challenging the
validity of the Citizenship
Amendment Act on §
| January2s,

_. .0n December 18, the SC - T
hadentertaivedalargenum- i

ber of petitions seeking quash-
ingof changes inthe Citizenship
Act designed to fast-track citi-
zenship for Hindus, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists., Parsis and

and also® violated the
righttoeguality.
On December 15, the
SC had refused to be
“bullied”by activist law-
-yers into taking up pet
M itionsalleging police ex-
cesses against students at Jamia
MilliaIslamiaand AMI
CJIS A Bobde-led hench had
said, “¥We are not saying who is
rasponsible, police or sindents,

kind of atmosphere. All the riet-
ing must stop. What is this van-
dalising of public property? We
will take cognisance in a cool
frame of mind. We are not going
to be bullied like this to hear the
matter. We want all violence to
stop i you want the court to in-
tervene.” On December 17, the
court had asked the petitioner
to take their grievances to the
theirrespective high courts.



