R «=d a ]
b 025, BEl = g g e

VB T G U A . N S
E REITARCH :
L BANTE
-?:.\ Fan o e g
».wn:«.r:)..it\"c‘:
FARRER CLIPPINGS
mmen et B Lt . TAEPRISENES SUBJE
i Sl FOE ﬁ:”,l e 1 o)
P SUBJECT:. £ lrcdion = J?p/cjjf/\ <Al
ohidce ainah 5 ANV My -
MO THE WS PAPER: 4
S PAPER: 7 /s =3 . 'ﬁ )
Timen of “rneldea LEITE L OATE "///C(
Jety

umps K’taka

shortlist,

fields gl;‘flSSI‘OOtS workers

Karyakartas"oe

With RSS St
Picked For RS

AniLGef@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The national
: BJP leadership sprangasur-
! priseon Monday by fielding

! grassroois workers — Eran-

! na Kadadi and Ashok Gasti -
! _forthe juneld RajyaSab- -

: ha elections from Karnata-
i ka, ignoring the recomunen-
i dationsof the stateunit.

i Party sources said Kada-
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: diandGastiare istrict-level
party workers with an RSS8
background. They have
served the party for more
than 30 yeaxrs in.various ca-
pacities. The state unit had

-proposed the names of out-
going Rajya Sabha member
and educationist Prabhakar
Kore, former Lok Sabha
member Ramesh Kaiti and
hotelier and party function-
ary Prakash Shetty.

, Kadadi and Gasti are ex-
1p getasmooth passage

Rajya Sabba, alongside for-
mer PM and JD(5) supremo
HDDeveGowdaandCongI&ss

RS A P

WARTS & SURPRISE CHOICES

MALLIKARIIN KHARGE
Congress veteran
eyes first stint in
Rajya Sabha after
first-ever electeral
¥ defeatin the Lok
Sabha elections last year
ASHOK GASTI
Member of Sapitha
Samaj e is a fawyer by
profers;ion and forg}er
SR oeneral sectetary
PR S the B)P's OBC Cell. Also
panchayat presideitt, he former chaimperson of Backward
elections i 1994 | Classes Developmerrt(:omomtion ‘
sasti are seen as grassioots ofganisationdl workers :

with the backing of /S5 veteran & BIP gen secy BL Santhosh:

BJP to add 9 seats, NDA tally to hit100
Tne_ BJP.whichsawadipinshEngﬁ\fromsltMBinﬂERaiya
Sabl}aafterbiennial polisin warch, is Hkely to add nineseatsto
itScurr_enttallyaﬁa'Junels polls,midngthemtal count of NDA'S
sealstolﬂpmaldngitfaidy secureintermsof passing legisiationas
' itwillneedjtismmorevomforasimplemioﬁty,reports\rtshwa
_Mohan. {fitwins nine seats, then BJP numbers will hit 84, highestin
the RajyaSabha. The Congress tally could drop from PtoIT. ™

The 87-yr-old former
PM emerges as

J| consensus candidate. |
F.q set for secohd Rajya
gabha term after BIP
des not to fiekd 3rd candidate

e Alingayat,he -
4 isupspelanavt

deci

veteran Mallikarjun Kharge. functionary, the names bore

While Kharge filed his nomi- the imprint of BJP national
nation papers on Monday, general secretary {organisa-
Gowda, who has emerged as - - tion) BL SanthoshandUninn
consensus candidate of all " pginister for parliamentary
three major parties, will file afIairSPralhadJoshj.

his on Tus .
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BIP biggies

surprised,

karyakartas
upbedt
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is is for the first time
that . someone (Gasti)
from Savitha Samaj is

getting into Parliament. I ex-
press my deepest gratitude to
theselection,” said senior BJP
leader and rural development
minister KS Eshwarappa. .
* The selection is beiieved
to have left state BJP leaders,
including chief minister BS
Yediyurappa, flummexed. “Tt
is as surprising a decision as
the elevation of a defeated
MLA Laxman Savadi as depu-
ty chief minister,” said a se-
nior minister
. BJP insiders said it is a
well-thought-out decision
aimed at boosting the morale
of grassroots party workers,
and sending a message to all
established leaders in the par-
ty not to take their position for
granted. The decision also
shows the influence of RSS in
such matters as both Kadadi
and Gastiaresaid tohavebeen
handpicked by Santhosh.
Political analyst Harish
Ramaswamy said a clear
message has been sent to state
leaders, among others, that “i
is R3S which controls BJPand
not vice versa” as itused tobe
in the past. “The decision also
shattered the popular belief

* that one should be influential

or a big leader to be an RS

! member,” hesaid.

State leaders also per-

" ceivedthainoveasaneffortby

the lezdership to pare the in-
fluence of the Kattis, Kores
and Jarkiholis in the political-
Yy-sirategic Belagavidistrict.
While the upper echelons
decoded the decision, the ka-
ryakartas welcomed it and
praised the Modi-Shah-Nadda
trio on social media for recog-
nising grassroots workers.
Several tweets congratulated
the leadership on not being
bogged down by lobbying,
Bengaluru South MP Te-
jasvi Surya tweeted. “Who
dees, BJP belong. to? To its
most humble and dedicated
Karyakarta toiling for its
isg:- This is the message
thaf ' BJP has sent by nomi-
nating to Rajva Sabha two ve-
ry senior Karyakartas who
have worked three decadg

" for party organis 11,

Karnataka,” /
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