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- //HC asks Manipur Spe 23
to keep 7 Cong. MLAs out

After hearing disqualifica-
tion petitions against them

the court also directed the
Speaker to ensure com-
pliance of the order by all
concerned.

The seven MLAs are Sana-

sam Bira Singh, Ginsuan-
hau, Oinam Lukhoi Singh,
Ngamthang Haokip, Yengk-
hom  Surchandra Singh,
Kshetrimayum Bira Singh
and Paonam Brojen Singh.
Petitions pending -
The court said the Speaker
had failed to decide the peti-
tions filed by the petitioners
from the Congress party
within a reasonable time. It
said the Speaker had not
disposed of the petitions
despite the petitions having
been filed on November 8,
2018.

After hearing a simijar
disqualification petition
filed in March by Manipur
Congress MLA Keisham
Meghachandra, the su-
preme Court stripped Minjs-
ter Thounaojam Shyamku-
mar of his office and banned
his entry into the Assembly.
The Speaker had later dis.
qualified him as a member

of the Assembly.
Mr.  Shyamkumar was
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elected in the 2017 elections
X on a- Congress ticket but

switched to the BJP even be-
fore being sworn in as an
MLA. Post-disqualiﬂcation,
he was made an advisor to
Chief Minister Nongthom-
bam Biren Singh.

Congress leader Kapil si-
bal and other senior advo-
cates represented the peti-
tioners from the Congress.

RS impact

“The High Court Ofmn}ipur: :

ensured justice. 1 amosure
the Congress will win the
Rajya Sabha election from
Manipur on june 19. Day by
day, the rufing coalition is
being weakened numerical-
ly and politically in Mani-
pur,” Congress spokesper-
son Ningombam Bupenda
Meitei said.

The seven MiLAs, as well
as Mr. Shyamkumar, will not
be ablie to take part in the
voting for the State’s Ione
Rajya Sabha seat because of
the court orders, The BJP is
fielding the titular king
Leishernba Sanajaoba while
former MLAT, Mangibabu is
the Congress candidate for
the seat.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI/ IMPHAL :

The Manipur High Courten-

Monday directed Spéhiigr
Yumnam Khemchand to
“restrain” seven Congresi
MLAs, who had “deff:cted

to the BJP, from entering the

bly.
Ass:;:ﬁré N?’LAS had raised the

strength of the BJP-led coali-

tion government to 40 in’
60-member Assembly. |
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that they “are “fes{ran
from entering the Mani)
Legislative Assembly,
phal” unless al}d uritil
petitions “are disposed ¢
nally” by the Speaker.
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