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Questionhour: |
Undemocraticmove

| 4 ‘ -1he government'smoveto holdthe monsoonsession
of Partiament without the question hour iswrong,
and is like staging Hamlet without the Prince. The
sessionistostart from Septemberl4 andtherewiltbereg-
ularand continuoussittings fortwoweeks. Inaccordance
with the Covid-19 protocol, itwillbeheldinshiftstoaliow
distancing between MPs’ seats. Timings have also been
changed. Thishasbeen cited asthereasonfor doing away
with the question hour. But a close look at the timings
shows that there is no major curtailment of the hours of
sitting, because the Houses will function on Saturdays
and Sundays, too, andthedurationofzero hourhasbeen
reduced. The government has said that officials will not
be present in Parliament House to assist ministers to
answer questions. Thatisapoorex-
cuse, and, in any case, they shoutd
be available online and on phone.
The question hourisat theheart
of Partiament’s functioning be-
cause it actualises the idea of the
government's accountabilitytothe
legisiature and gives expression
toit. The parliamentary system of

Govtis tam- governirent originatedinthatidea
vering with and it is essential for democracy.
Sl ; This is especially relevantin a par-
parliament's liament in which the ruling party

fynctioning has a big majority. The question

hourgives the Opposition the roorm
and freedom to seek information from the government
andto questioniton variousissues. Atpresent, thereare
many issues of serious public interest, like the Covid-19
pandemic, the situation on the LAC and the state of the
economy,onwhichthe Oppositionwould wanttoputthe
governmert under scrutiny. The question hour provides
the best opportunity for that, and it is therefore a basic
democratic right of the peopleand the Opposition. They
should not be deniedit.

Parliament’s funiction is not just to legislate and bea
legal facilitator of government work. Tt is wrong if the
govermnentthjnlfs thatthe purpose of the sessionisonly
t5pasaseme biis. Trisas muchthe Qpposifions cethe gov-
ernment’s. The governmenthas promised togive written
apswersto questions but that does not serve the purpose
of a full-fledged question hour. Other parliamentary de-
vices like short duration discussions cannot also take its
place. The government nas invired criticism in the past
for its disre gard for righs sad Jisrespect for pariiamen-
tary and dernocratic insctutions. The pandemic should
not be used as an excuse to deny the rights of citizens,
MPs and political parties. As it is, Parliament is under
pressure because the government takes it for granted.
Tts relevance will be questioned further ifits functioning
is tampered with.



