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While numbers favour the NDA, allies have expressed unease Over -
g . ; © . nality ‘ause”. “We can't

SOBHANA K. NAIR Q}
NEW DELHI

" With the arithmetic in Rajya
.. Sabha slowly shifting in fa-~

vour of the ruling NDA al-
liance, voting on the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights -
on Marriage) Bill 2019, popu-
larly known as the Triple Ta-
laq Bill, is expected to go
down to the wire. '
The legislation was intro-
duced in Lok Sabha on June
23 and the government is
keen.on passing it in both
Houses in this very session.
It 'was the first legislation in-
troduced by the Modi go-
. vernment in its second term.

.. The legislation makes it il-

legal for a Muslim man to di-
vorce his wife by uttering the
word “talag” three times-and
provides for a jail term of

'

Game of numbers

The situation is fluid with neither the NDA
.-commanding position in the Upper House:

Non-allied bloc (TRS, YSRCP and BJD): 13 ¢

three years for violators..

In its last outing, the Bilk
could not pass the muster in
the Upper House as the op-
position had a stronger pre-
sence and lapsed along with
16th Lok Sabha. In February *
the government brought in
the Bill via'an ordinance to -
keep it alive. -

In Rajya Sabha, the BJP
alone now has 78 members,
and together with its allies, it

.« J0 U with six fierbers arid AIADMKwith
13 members have guestioned the‘criminglity -
clause’ in the Bill PR gt gl

has 115. Broadly, the Opposi-
tion bloc led by the Con-
gress’s 48 members has a to-
tal of 107 votes. ‘

Abstenﬁbn option

At first glance the NDA is well’
ahead of the oppositionin .
terms.of numbers. However. - mair ancertain  on -the

two of its allies 1D ).

which has six members and
AJADMK with 13 members,
have questioned the “crimi-

vote'h: ~ vour of the Bill but
at the «-- ne time we can’t be
seen'oy. wosing the BIP either.
$6in 2 likelihood we shall
abstair :f it comes down'to

voting;” a- semior AADMK -
. Jeader ~+d. :

It’s »e neutral bloc of par-

ties th. ‘nclide the Telanga- -

na Rasatra Samithi; Biju Ja-
nata ':al and YSR Congress
Party bat will decide the
fate ¢ he vote. Together
these parties have 13 mem-
bers. - * three parties main-
tain t-i. they are against the
crimi* ity clause in the le-
gislat: .. However, they re-

"course vf action in‘case of a

vote.
«yu are opposed to the

crimiality clause that the

—~o
o

Aalaq Bill in a cliffhanger if Rajya Sabha

we criminality clause

government has retained.
We haven’t decided what to
do in case of voting,” BJD's

‘Rajya Sabha floor leader Pra-

sanna-Acharyasaid. The par-. !
ty has seven members. b

TRS yet to decide .
The TRS is also equally cir-
cumspect. “We oppose the
criminality clause but as far
as voting is concerned, we
will ake up our mind when
the legislation reaches Rajya
Sabha,” TRS’s Keshav Rao
said.
The YSR Congress Party
“with its two members does
not want to be seen openly
- opposing the BJI'. A senior
leader hinted that it might al-
so take the AIADMK route of
abstaining in the event of a
vote.



