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POCSO convicts should have
- no right to mercy: President

RAJESH ASHANT @laiper -

PRESIDENT Ramnath Kovind
on Friday said those convicted
under POCSO Act should be
deprived of the right to file
mercy petition as “demonic at-
tacks on daughters” shakes the
soul of the country.

Expressing anguish over in-
creasing sexual crimes
against woinen, he said
it’s time the country
considered this issue.
Women's safety should
be treated as a very se-
rious matter, he said.

Kovind was speaking at
the inaugural ceremony of
‘National Convention on Em-
powerment of Women for So-
cial Transformation” at the
headquarters of a spiritual in-
stitution in Mount Abu,
Rajasthan.

“Many things are being sug-
gested in this context. The ac-

~--cused have been given the right

to petmon for niercy in the
Constitution and I have said it
should be reconsidered. The
right to mercy petition should

be denied in incidents involv-
ing the Poeso Act. They do not
need any such right,” he
stated.

He, however, added, “Tt all de-
pends on our Parliament be-
cause there is a Constitu-

tion and a Constitution

amendment process,
butwe all are thinking
in that directicn.”
With one of the larg-
est population of chil-
dren in the world, India
enacted the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012 to provide a
robust legal framework for the
protection of children from of-
fences of sexual assauli, sexual
harassment and pornography,
while safeguarding the interest
of the child at every stage of .
the judiciat process. T
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