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House erupts over Unnao

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
ﬁE\r‘V DELH}
The Lok Sabha had to be ad-
joumned for the day on Fri-
day over the government’s
insistence on an unqualified
apology from two members
of the Congress for their
“threatening behavieur” to-
wards Union Minister Smriti
Irani when she was speaking
on the burning of a rape vic-
tim in Unnao, Uttar Pradesh.
Later, the BJP moved a
motion in Speaker Om Birla's
office 1o suspend Congiess
members T.N. Prathapan
and D. Kuriakose, if they did
not apologise for taking “a
threatening demeanour” to-

Wards Ms. Irani. “This is the
most  condemnable behg-
viowr. They came in threa-
tening position... when she
was speaking, ” Parliamen-
tary Aifairs Minister Pralhad
Jushi said when the House as-
sembled after lunch.

Though Congress leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury got
up to reply, Mr. Joshi insisted
on the presence of the two
MPs from Kerala, Finally, BJp
MP Meenakshi Lekhi, who
was in the chair, adjourned
the House tor the day.

It all started during the Ze-
ro Hour, when Mr. Chowdhu-
ry referred to the incident of
d rape victim having been
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burnt in Unnao and said
there “are plans to build a
grand Ram temple while Sita
is being burnt”. He said Uttar
Pradesh had become ‘ad-

harm
State),

“The Hyderabad police
shot the rapists when they
tried to flee, whereas in Uttar

pradesh’  (lawless

Pradesh, the police allowed
them to be free on bail. That
is why they pot a chance to
burn the victim,” he said,

Things tirned  volatile
when Ms. Irani, the MP from
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh, ac-
cused the Opposition of
“communalising and politi-
cising” the incident. She
questioned Saugata Roy of
the Trinamoo! Congress for
not referring to a similar case
in Malda in West Bengal.
During the West Bengal pan-
chayat election, “rape was
used as i political weapon”,
she said.

As she continued, the two
Congress MPs entered the
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ape victim’s plight

ss members tor ‘threatening be

haviour” towards Minister Simriti [rani

disle and charged towards
the treasury benches.

In the Rajya Sabha, the
Congress questioned Prime
Minister Narendea Modi's “s;.
fence” on the Unnao ingj:
dent. Amee Yajnik said wo-
men were in panic as the
data from the National Crime
Records Bureau showed thar
Crimes against women hacl
increased. “The Prime Minis.
ter tweets on differont top-
ics. But he did not give any
statement on Unnao, The
Women and Child Develop.
ment Minister did not make
a statement. The Home Mi-
nister did nov ask for any re-
port. Why is it 50, she asked.




