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" Rajapaksa clan heading for
'landslide win in Lanka polls

SLPP Has Won 13 0f 16 Seats Declaredgs)lo Far; Gotabaya Calls It Great Victory

Colombo: SrilLanka's strong-
man Mahinda Rajapaksa was
poised to stage a political co-
meback on Thursday as his
party took an early lead and
was set for a landslide victory
in the twice-postponed gene-
ral elections, according to re-
sults announcedso far.

PM Narendra Modi was
among the first world lea-
ders to congratulate Raja-
paksa on the oufcome of
the elections and said the
two sides will work toget-
her to further advance all
areas of bilateral coopera-
tion and fo take theirspeci-
al ties to ever newer he-
ights. “Thank you PM @na-
rendramodi for your congra-
tulatory phone call. With the
strong support of the people

Unofficial results indicate that the Rajapaksa family-run Sri Lanka People’s
Party (SLPP} will comfortably win at least 17 out of the 22 districts on offer

of #Srilianka, I look forward
to working with you closely
to further enhance the long-
standing ccoperation betwe-
enourtwocountries. SriLan-
ka & India are friends & rela-
tions,” Rajapaksa tweeted.
The SLPP has polled more
votes than its rivals, scoring

over 60% of the total votes in
the 16 seats officially declared
so far from the South, domina-
ted by the Sinhala majority
community, The party won 13
outof 16 seats.

Unofficial results indicate
that the SLPP would comfort-
ably wm at least 17 out of the

92 districtson offer. :

President Gotabaya Raja- :
paksa in a tweet described the :
resultsasa “great victory” for |
theruling party. i

The nearest rival is the @
new party formed by former :
presidential candidate Sajith :
Premadasa who has relegated
his mother party, the United
Nationat Party, of former pre- !
mier Ranil Wickremesinghe :
to the fourth place even below !
the Marxist Janatha Vimukthi :
Peramuna. In the Tamil mino- :
rity dominated north, the ma- :
in Tamil party — Tamil Natio- :
nal Alliance —despite bagging :
afew pollingdivisionshadalso :
suffered unexpected reversals :
at the hands of SLPP’s Tamil :
allies—the Eelam People’'sDe- :
mocratic Party. acencies 2



