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C directive irks Rajya Sabha -~

/c

Law Minister, Congress leader dlSng ee with court view on powers of Speakers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT  _ ,-"

NEW DELHI

Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad on Thursday
spoke out against the Su-
preme Court’s directive to
the Speakers of the Assem-
blies and Parfiament to de-
cide on de-gualification of
iawmakers in three months.
He said the ruling was avoid-

able, and “we need to have

institutional respect” for the
legisk atures.

Hi¥ view was endorsed by
Congress member Anand
Sharma, who said the ruling
amounted to a
transgression.

- The court has said it twice
that a Speaker should be
substituted with an indepen-
dent tribunal to decide on
disputes over disqualifica-
tion. The latest ruling came
on January 21 on a petition
filed by Congress legislator
Keisham  Meghachandra
Singh against the Manipur
Assembly Speaker over dis-

quglification of Minister T.
/S yamkumar, who joined

United stand: Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu also
made a remark on the SC's views on Spealers’ powers. =¢1l

the BJP after contesting the
election on Congress ticket,
“With the greatest respect
to the honourable Supreme
Court, those sweeping com-
ments against the presiding
officers were surely avoida-
ble. We need to have institu-
tional respect for all institu-
tions of the country. The
presiding officers of the le-
gislatures are equally impor-
tant functionaries in the con-
stitutional process,”

ha.

ME;
Prasad said in the Rajya Sab

Agreeing with the Law Mi-
nister, Mr. Sharma said, “I
agree with the honourable
Law Minister on this. This is
a serious matter. It is a trans-

gression. The Constitution is

clear in its scheme of things
and the division of powers.”

DMK raises subject

They were speaking after
DMK member P. Wilson
mentioned at Zero Hour that
the “inordinate delay” in dis-

-posing of complaints under-
" the anti-defection law de-

feated the very purpose of it.
The Constitution (Fifty-se-
cond Amendment) Act,
1985, was to curb defections.
“A politicat party goes before
the electorate with a particu-
lar programme and puts up
its candidate on certain pro-
mises. Such a person who
gets elected cannot change
his affiliation for extranecus
reasons,” Mr. Wilson said. He
argued for a mandatory time
frame to decide on defection
cases,

Chairman Venkaiah Naidu
said it was an important is-
sue, and parties should:
cotne together to suggest an
alternative.

The DMK has moved the
Supreme Court, alleging that
the Tamil Nadu Assembly
Speaker did not act on a peti-
tion for disqualification of i
AIADMK lawmakers who
voted against Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
during a 2017 confidence
vote. The 11 lawmakers:in-

cluded Deputy Chief Minig#
ter O, Panneerselvam. - ;




